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On the Eve 


As this is being written, dark war 
clouds hang menacingly on the hori- 
zon. Any day now it may break and 
engulf the world in a bloody holo- 
caust. But if this present crisis should 
pass without immediately erupting in- 
to war there still will be no sigh of 
relief, no feeling of a threat elimin- 
ated. Only postponement with its 
gnawing heartache of dread anticipa- 
tion. 

Multitudes are marching every- 
where. Refugees are running fran- 
tically in search of asylum which they 
cannot find. Millions of soldiers are 
goosestepping. Hosts are plodding 
to the crack of the whip in the count- 
less concentration camps of the world. 

Assuming for the moment that war 
will be averted now—there still will 
be no peace until the exiles find a 
home and the soldier returns to his 
civilian tasks and the prisoner is freed. 

It is not easy to stop so many men 
marching. 

The mood is contagious and there 
is a growing even though vague feel- 
ing held by many that the tension has 
become unbearable, that something 
must happen to relieve it. Many a 
man has already psychologically don- 
ned a uniform. 

\ * * * 

At such a time even little things 
assume a symbolic nature. In New 
York, on the site of the forthcoming 
World Fair, a metal tube containing 
a record of present day civilization is 
buried in the ground and is not to be 
opened until five thousand years later. 
Presumably the purpose of this act is 
to provide distant posterity with in- 
formation concerning our times. 

But there is also something of des- 
peration in this act. Thus might a 
shipwrecked sailor drifting on a bar- 
rel enclose a note of his plight in a 
tin can or a bottle and set it adrift in 
the hope that someone may recover it 
and come to his aid. But such a ship- 
wrecked sailor would at least not fool 
himself and would not try to main- 
tain his courage by saying to himself 
that he set the note adrift in order 
that the record of his whereabouts 
may not be lost. 

When the tube is opened in that 
distant future, its mummy contents 
will not tell the real story of this day. 
Instead of speeches maybe there 
should have been a note attached to 
one of the newspapers enclosed in the 
tube—"This knowledge we have 
gained, yet see the plight we are in.” 

* * * 

And there undoubtedly exist many 
Jews who will heave a sigh of relief 
on this Rosh Hashana. Last year, the 
year 5698, spelled the words “thou 
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shalt kill” when the Hebrew letters 
were substituted for the numerals. 
Last year many were concerned about 
the implication and some who were 
particularly careful went so far as to 
add the Hebrew word “Lo” (not) 
when writing out the name of the 
year. Now the Jewish calendar year is 
already 5699 and it no longer spells 
the dread word “kill” when Hebrew 
letters are substituted for numbers, 
but much more realistically this word 
is now spelled in bold type on the 
headlines of every newspaper in the 
world. 


Jewish Reservations 


Two thousand Jews now live on 
three reservations set aside for them 
by the Swiss government. All of 
them have entered the country with- 
out passports in an attempt to flee the 
terror of Germany and Austria or 





were forcibly put across the border by 
the German authorities. As the num- 
ber of refugees illegally entering Swit- 
zetland increased, the Swiss govern- 
ment threatened to deport them back 
to Germany. This arrangement was 
finally worked out when it realized 
the plight of the immigrants. 

None of these refugees have any 
means and they are allowed to stay in 
these camps only on condition that 
they should not seek employment in 
the country. Their needs are provid- 
ed by the Swiss Jewish community and 
by the Joint Distribution Committee. 
Now the government plans to estab- 
lish additional camps for the increas- 
ing influx of refugees. Other Euro- 
pean countries are considering similar 
plans to take care of their uninvited 
guests. As a momentary palliative it 
may be effective. But the ultimate 
question—Whither ?—still faces the 
Jews on these reservations. 
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EDITORIALS OF THE MMONTH 
AN ILLUSORY PEACE 


HE FIRST “peaceful” detachments of the 

regular Nazi army are marching into the 
Sudeten area at this moment. After two weeks 
of unequalled tension, after days and nights of 
tragic drama and a shameful farce of “treason for 
noble motives’’, the glad tidings are at last being 
broadcast throughout the world that there will be 
Peace. 

The greatest beneficiary of the new arrange- 
ment is Hitler. He achieved his aim without even 
having to alter his time schedule. Again he feels 
convinced that the very stars are guiding his course 
and those of his followers who substituted wor- 
ship of Hitler for worship of Christ have re- 
ceived additional “proof” that his will has the 
irresistible force of a law of nature—if it is not 
even greater. For spring may delay its coming 
but when Hitler makes a promise for the first of 
October, his wish comes true more punctually than 
a season of the year. But Hitler’s partners in 
this ‘honorable peace” are no-less happy and 
proud. Chamberlain returned in a triumphant 
mood and declared: “I believe it is peace for our 
time, a prelude to another settlement in which all 
Europe may find peace.” Mussolini forgot his 
theory that war is a normal biological need and 
that only degenerates can dream of peace. He 
hastened to Rome to reap the applause of his 
countrymen for his “brave pacifist act”. Daladier 
is proud of the events of the past few days and, 
optimistic about the future, he made a great dis- 
covery: “Hitler is a man with whom one can 
deal.” Cordell Hull felt impelled to declare that 
‘a universal sense of relief” is felt throughout the 
world. Even in Czechoslovakia, where so many 
millions are experiencing their first hours of 
mourning, the new premier, General Syrovy, 
found it politically advisable and emotionally con- 
sistent to issue a comforting declaration. In his 
proclamation he reminded the Czech people that 
“there are states smaller than ours (i. e. the new 
Czechoslovakia without the Sudeten area and in 
the near future also without the Hungarian and 
Polish regions) which nevertheless maintain a 
normal existence and are capable of resistance. 
We will now find ourselves within narrowed bor- 
ders but we will be united in one family. We will 
be freed of many handicaps that hampered the 
normal conduct of our state.” 

It is possible that these words of the military 
premier are not idle phrases nor an attempt to 


make a virtue of necessity. Perhaps he looks at 
the newly created situation somewhat differently 
than he did before—less unassimilated people in 
the Czechoslovak state but more harmony and 
stability. 

One cannot avoid the impression that in a few 
days millions of people in Europe will wonder how 
they could have felt ready to sacrifice their lives 
and to face the horrors of a new world war for 
the sake of such a “minor matter” as the preserva- 
tion of the integrity of a small state with a mixed 
and dissatisfied population. The sympathy which 
was felt for the Czechs will become ever more 
lukewarm and they will be congratulated on the 
occasion of the house warming of their reduced 
but more “secure” home. 

Now that the event has already taken place, it 
is perhaps better that we should be frank with 
ourselves and truthfully analyze our stand. Let 
us admit that the integrity of the Czechoslovak 
state was not the primary cause of our concern. 
The bitterness and the misgivings for the future 
which we experienced were not based on the fact 
that Czechoslovakia will lose some territory and 
a few million citizens. Were the situation in 
Germany different from what it is, were the forces 
operating in the world today different from what 
they are, we would probably react differently to 
the desire of a nation of seventy million to incor- 
porate several million countrymen who, because 
of historical circumstances, were forced to live 
under a strange government. We would look 
differently upon the gravitation of a couple of mil- 
lion Germans toward the main stream of their 
national life. 

We do not believe that states must always and 
everywhere be built on the basis of homogeneous 
race or language groups. Thirty million people in 
Europe today live as national minorities in about 
15 countries. (Before the war 100 million people 
lived in a status of minorities.) It would be 
ridiculous to attempt to unite all of these with 
their national states. Such a thing would be geo- 
graphically and politically impossible and in cer- 
tain instances also economically senseless. But in 
the Sudeten region we deal with a large and com- 
pact German group which comprises the majority 
of the population in that area and which, from 
the very beginning, showed unwillingness to re- 
main within the frame of the Czechoslovak re- 
public. They were not asked after the war whether 
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they wished to remain citizens of Czechoslovakia. 
We must bear in mind that when the Constituent 
Assembly met in Prague in 1919 to lay the foun- 
dations of the new state, the Sudeten Germans 
demonstratively refrained from participating in it. 
It is true that in 1920 they participated in the 
elections to the parliament—they were forced to 
bow to the will of Versailles—but at the first op- 
portunity their representatives declared that the 
borders of the Czechoslovak republic were drawn 
against their will and that the constitution of the 
new state was forced upon them. On the ruins of 
the Austrian empire which the Allies considered to 
be an abnormal unit because of the heterogeneous 
composition of its population, there arose several 
smaller Austrias—Czechoslovakia, Poland, Ru- 
mania, Jugoslavia. Austria-Hungary was broken 
up by the victors on the basis of the principle of 
national self determination. But this principle 
was ignored when it was necessary to compensate 
countries that were on the side of the Allies and 
to punish their opponents. Large numbers of 
Magyars, Bulgars and Ukranians were presented 
to Rumania: considerable numbers of Germans, 
Ukranians and: White Russians—to Poland; the 
Sudeten Germans, to Czechoslovakia. 


It is true that of the newly created Austrias, 
Czechoslovakia proved to be the most progressive 
state. No other country treated its German 
minority so justly and, above all, showed such a 
readiness to correct wrongs which may have been 
committed, as Czechoslovakia did. During the 
twenty years of Czechoslovak sovereignty, no at- 
tempt was made to assimilate the German minor- 
ity nationally. It is sufficient to recollect that only 
3% of the German children attended non-German 
schools because in some communities where they 
were a small minority the budget as well as 
pedagogical considerations made it impossible to 
maintain separate German scools. The severe 
economic crisis in the Sudeten area during the past 
few years was not a result of Czechoslovak policy. 
The Nazi principle of “autarchy” and the eco- 
nomic policies of the Third Reich resulted in a 
catashtrophic decline in the economic relations be- 
tween the Sudeten area and Germany. The Ger- 
man currency control prevented many Germans 
from visiting the famous health resorts in the 
Sudeten province. The porcelain and glass indus- 
try suffered as a result of the dumping policies of 
Germany. The manufacture of musical instru- 
ment, for which Germany had always been the 
best market, was ruined when the Reich prohibited 
spending money in foreign countries for such “lux- 
uries”. And even if certain economic errors were 
committed in the treatment of the German minor- 
ity, Prague had proved itself more than willing 
to rectify these during the past few years. Speak- 
ing in the same breath of Czechoslovakia and of 





the other ‘‘Austrias” created after the war, one 
must therefore sharply differentiate between them. 
But despite all the credit due to the Czecho- 
slovak republic, it would still be difficult to oppose 
the will of the majority of the Sudeten Germans 
to join Germany even though such a step would 
cause economic difficulties for the Czechs. The 
dismemberment of the Austrian empire caused 
similar difficulties and millions of people in Alsace 
Lorraine lived for two generations in close eco- 
nomic bond with imperial Germany and still these 
factors were not considered at Versailles. 


The calamity therefore does not consist in the 
fact that Czechoslovakia is now smaller and 
poorer and Germany is larger and more populous. 
The tragedy of these days consists in something 
else. The only democratic state in central Europe 
has become weaker and more dependent while 
Hitler Germany, the embodiment of human degen- 
eration, becomes stronger and more domineering. 
Great as our sympathy for Czechoslovakia may 
be, we are more concerned with the broader as- 
pects of the situation—the fate of Europe and, to 
a certain extent, of the whole world. Today, it is 
not a question of the size of Czechoslovakia, but 
—where is that country in Europe which can 
localize the Fascist plague and can counteract the 
Nazi offensive on civilization. 

There are times when it is permissible to de- 
mand that a people offer a great sacrifice for the 
sake of higher aims. The unmerited sufferings of 
the Czechs could be sublimated and there could 
exist the realization that through its national 
martyrdom the world has attained a lasting peace 
and the hope of ridding itself from the evil spirit 
of fascism. But the catastrophe of these days con- 
sists in that the fascist evil becomes still stronger 
as a result of this sacrifice. Millions of Germans 
are encouraged by it in their racial obsessions and 
in their imperialist aspirations. The epidemic of 
political masochism, the preverse delight in being 
politically oppressed which so many Germans en- 
joy today, will become more prevalent. The dis- 
memberment of Czechoslovakia may have deliv- 
ered the final blow to the League of Nations which 
British and French policies had already brought 
to a state of complete prostration. As a result of 
the capitulation to Hitler’s will, a capitulation 
which is today explained in pseudo pacifist terms, 
a state of mind is created in a number of countries 
which will lead to that end the avoidance of which 
was sought. 

A sacrifice on the altar of peace? Lasting 
peace? Had it really been so, we would all feel 
impelled to chant Hosannas to Chamberlain. But 
who can believe that Czechoslovakia is the devil’s 
last gulp? That with the absorption of the Su- 


deten region Hitler will be satiated and Musso- 
lini’s Caesarean thirst will be slaked? 


What else 
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can the dictatorial governments subsist on if not 
war, or at least the threat of war which will keep 
the world in suspense and dread of the day to 
come? The Jewish question will soon be “solved” 
both in Germany and in Italy. It will no longer 
be possible to stimulate the population with 
“enemies within”. What will the two fascist 
states not do to find an outside enemy—Poland 
today and Denmark tomorrow, then Switzerland, 
then France, as was foretold in “Mein Kamf”’. 
Those who jubilate over the ‘“‘peace” are either 
naive or speculate on the naivete of the masses 
of the people. 

Isn’t peace more illusory today than it was be- 
fore the Munich conference? At the moment that 
Chamberlain was being congratulated on the birth 
of the new world peace, there could be heard in 
London the warning and melancholy voice of a 
liberal leader (Sir Archibald Sinclair): ‘The 
forces of resistance to German aggression are 
weakened. The destinies of Europe now rest in 
the hands not of the League of Nations but of 
four powers—Germany, Italy, France and Britain 
—and in that combination of powers the will of 
Hitler is at present the dominant force.” 

Aren’t the weakness and the fumbling of Cham- 
berlain and Daladier the main contributing factors 
in making Hitler’s will more dominant? Do not 
the governments of England and France create 
illusions for which the peoples of Europe and 
other continents will have to pay dearly? 


MUSSOLINI PROMISES 
"GENEROSITY" 


FTER INAUGURATING aa ruthless anti- 

Semitic policy which in many respects sur- 
passed that of Nazi Germany, after the drastic 
orders to expel foreign and naturalized Jews 
from Italy and its possessions and to eliminate 
Jewish pupils, teachers and professors from Ital- 
ian shools and academies, Mussolini at last made 
a conciliating: gesture at Trieste. In his speech at 
the famous Adriatic port he declared that the 
world will one day wonder more at Italy’s ‘‘gen- 
erosity” than at her harshness toward Jews and 
that all Italian Jews who loyally served the nation 
and the regime will receive understanding treat- 
ment and justice provided “that the Semites 
abroad and in Italy, and above all, their impro- 
vised and unexpected friends . . . do not force us 
to change our course radically.” 

One cannot escape the impression that Musso- 
lini alluded to the Vatican. The Pope only re- 
cently declared to a group of Belgian pilgrims 
that “it is impossible for Christians to share in 
anti-Semitic views. We recognize everybody’s 
right to defend his legitimate interests when they 


future will tell. 
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are threatened, but anti-Semitism is inadmissible. 
We are spiritually Semites.”’ 

Mussolini is smarting under the Pope’s scathing 
denunciations and sarcastic taunts and his famous 
“noi tirreremo diritto’”—we will go straight ahead 
in the racial question—was an attempt to show his 
“originality” and independence of Hitler and his 
determination to transform the racial goosestep 
into a racial Passo Romano. 

The Duce suceeded to a certain degree. If not 
in the originality of his ideas and methods, then 
at least in the tempo of their application he put 
Italy two centuries back in the course of two 
months. The ravages that the Duce brought up- 
on his country with his anti-Semitic policy were 
not only of a spiritual but also of an economic and 
financial character. Nowhere could he see these 
ravages more clearly than in Trieste. 

Trieste is now a rapidly declining city. Before 
the war it was a most active port. After the war 
the fascist regime spared no effort to preserve its 
importance. Through the protocols of 1933 with 
Austria and Hungary, Italy secured for Trieste 
the lion’s share of central European traffic and 
transit trade. For a while it seemed as if Trieste 
would gain the lead over Hamburg and Bremen. 
This success was largely due to the close connec- 
tions between the Jewish firms of Vienna and 
Trieste. But following upon the Anschluss of 
Austria to Germany, the Jewish firms of Vienna 
were integrated with the German economy thus 
ruining their Trieste branches. Mussolini’s anti- 
Semitic policy gave them their coup de grace. As 
a result, Trieste lost almost 50% of its business. 
No wonder the city is gloomy. Trieste does not 
like the ‘“Tedescos” and it realized quicker than 
any other city the disaster which would befall it 
from the subordination of Italy’s foreign and in- 
ternal policies to those of the third Reich. 

The purpose of Mussolini’s visit to Trieste, 
which he did not see since 1921, was to raise its 
morale. The gloom he found there no doubt 
gave him food for thought. Did he realize the 
full measure of spiritual and economic ruin that 
he had brought upon Italy by his latest policies? 
One can hardly think of the Duce as capable of 
repenting but he is shrewd enough to see that his 
“pride of race” theories alienated the foreign 
world but did not strike a responsive chord in the 
Italian people. 

At the moment there are signs of mitigation of 
Italy’s anti-Semitic policy which are reflected in 
the more moderate tone of the Italian press in its 
campaign against the Jews. Is it the beginning of 
a retreat from a dangerous position which covered 
Italy with ridicule and brought her closer to the 
brink of moral and material disaster? Only the 
In the meantime we must anx- 
iously watch the Italian situation. 
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THE JOINT DISTRIBUTION 
COMMITTEE SHOULD EXPLAIN 


” ERE IS no special Jewish problem in Rus- 

sia today.” Thus declared Dr. Joseph 
Rosen, hitherto representative of the “Joint” in 
Russia. The Agro-Joint, which for the past 17 
years has been devoting itself to settling Russian 
Jews on land, is being liquidated. This does not 
imply that a sufficient proportion of Russian Jews 
are engaged in agriculture. Transforming Jews 
into farmers has never in itself been an ideal of 
the “Joint.” Jews were helped-to settle on land 
during those years when their employment oppor- 
tunities in industry and nationalized commerce 
were negligible and when the majority of the 
Soviet Jewish population was declassed because 
of its bourgeois origins. Agricultural coloniza- 
tion was at that time one of the few remaining 
means of saving a number of Jews from starva- 
tion and of creating for them a legitimate social 
status. 

As a result of the strange cooperation between 
the then internationalist and revolutionary Soviet 
government and the philanthropic American Jew- 
ish bourgeoisie, a considerable number of Jews 
were colonized. From the point of view of the 
“welfare” of the settlers, the “Joint” may feel a 
measure of pride when looking back at its agricul- 
tural colonization efforts in Russia. 

Today the economic situation of the Jews in 
Russia is no worse than that of the other inhabit- 
ants of the country. It is now the duty of the 
Joint Distribution Committee to mobilize all its 
financial means and executive experience for ex- 
tensive relief activity in the countries of central 
Europe and particularly in Germany and Austria. 

There can be no objection against the liquida- 
tion of the Agro-Joint. If any criticism is to be 
levelled at the “Joint,” it is to be on another 
score. We are not very well acquainted with the 
financial transactions that took place between the 
“Joint” and the Soviet government. But we are 
informed that considerable sums—millions of dol- 
lars—were spent by the “Joint” in Russia on con- 
dition that they be repaid. The Soviet govern- 
ment was responsible for those sums. Why then 
isn’t the money repaid? Why does the “Joint” re- 
nounce millions of dollars, sums which it cannot 
now raise very easily in America and which it 
needs so badly in order to aid the hundreds of 
thousands of Jews of Central Europe who are lit- 
erally being annihilated? We are told that the 
“Joint” has decided not to demand these sums 
from Moscow. We imagine that such a decision 
was not lightly arrived at. It would constitute a 
betrayal of those groups in America who have for 
years contributed to its treasury. We believe that 





the “Joint” is incapable of such misuse of public 
confidence. 

If it is true that the “Joint” decided to present 
the Moscow government with these sums then it 
must have been the sort of “gift” which a 
creditor grants when he is absolutely certain that 
the debt would not be repaid. If this is the case 
and the Soviet government refuses to fulfill its ob- 
ligations toward a philanthropic organization 
which has cooperated with it in a difficult hour for 
millions of its citizens, why does the “Joint” keep 
is a secret? Why is not the truth revealed? If the 
facts, as we received them from certain sources, 
are true, why shouldn’t the public be informed 
that a country, which pretends to have the most 
humanitarian government and which describes its 
economic welfare in such rosy hues, does not re- 
turn sums borrowed from a charitable organiza- 
tion which is now confronted with a task of saving 
persecuted and helpless Jews? 

It is possible that we have been misinformed 
and that the accounts between the Agro-Joint and 
the Soviet government are different from what we 
have been led to believe. If this should prove to 
be so, we shall gladly apologize both to the “Joint” 
and also to the Soviet government—f it wants our 
apology. But at this moment it is the duty of the 
“Joint” to issue a clear statement on the situation. 
If the rumors being circulated are false, let such 
a statement put an end to them. 


AFTERMATH OF EVIAN 
HREE MONTHS ago the international con- 


ference on refugees that was held at Evian 
was hailed by many as an expression of an aroused 
world conscience determined to do something for 
the unhappy fate of exiles. Today it may be nec- 
essary to refresh the memory of the reader when 
mentioning this name, so thoroughly has it man- 
aged to recede into the background. 

Competent observers have warned from the 
beginning against overenthusiastic expectations. 
At best it could only have provided a rather in- 
adequate solution to the problem of refugees and 
those on the verge of being exiled because the 
number of those in need of a new home is so im- 
mense. But even the skeptics did not anticipate 
such a complete failure of the efforts of the per- 
manent body that was established at Evian. 

Of course there are circumstances which tend 
to explain some of these failures. The tense poli- 
tical situation which has developed about the Sud- 
eten problem in Czechoslovakia has relegated into 
the background the negotiations that were being 
conducted between George Rublee, the adminis- 
trator of the refugee commission, and the German 
government, to allow refugees to take some of 
their capital with them. But the failure to achieve 
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something concrete for the refugees was not alto- 
gether a result of this new situation. Much could 
have been done despite it had there been a sincere 
will to do so. 

What happened? One country after another, 
of those that participated at Evian, politely plead- 
ed inability to admit considerable numbers of re- 
fugees. Some adopted high financial or profes- 
sional requirements, others limited the number to 
be admitted to a negligible figure without any spe- 
cial requirements. Now, three months after the 
conference was held, there is almost no country 
one can point to and say—this one is honestly 
trying to help the refugees. 

And yet the plight of the exiles is becoming 
more acute from day to day. Their number and 
their needs are increasing. Tomorrow their ranks 
may be augmented by a stream of refugees from 
the Sudeten area. 

Of course the problem of the refugees will be 
solved when the political conditions which brought 
it into existence will be done away with. But 
' meanwhile there are many countries that would 
have lost nothing and might have even gained 
from the admission of these people. The three 
months just passed have demonstrated that a 
humanitarian attitude is lacking even when no 
losses are at stake. 


APPEAL OF JEWISH AGENCY 


HE EXECUTIVE of the Jewish Agency has 

issued an appeal to the Jewish masses to raise 
a fund of five million dollars for the pressing 
needs of Jewish defense and construction in Pal- 
estine. Every one who is acquainted with the sit- 
uation in Palestine, and with the great financial 
burden which the events in that country have im- 
posed upon the Jewish Agency, will realize that 
this sum of five million dollars is the absolute min- 
imum needed to meet the emergency and to pre- 
vent a further sharpening of the economic crisis. 
There is an equally serious danger that self-de- 
fense may suffer for lack of means if this sum is 
not raised. 

The Jewish Agency is now confronted with im- 
mense tasks. Numerous sectors of Jewish econ- 
omy in Palestine are in need of immediate aid. 
Industrial establishments which employ tens of 
thousands of workers are battling a severe crisis. 
The Zionist movement cannot afford itself the lux- 
ury of considering these industries as merely pri- 
vate enterprises and leaving them to their fate. 
At this moment they must be looked upon as 
national economic positions which cannot be main- 
tained by private initiative solely. 

But the problem of the unemployed in Palestine 
is of even greater importance. The number of 
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unemployed has lately risen considerably. Under 
the present circumstances their situation can be al- 
leviated only by public works. There are many 
projects and plans whose execution would be of 
the greatest significance for the Jewish commu- 
nity. These include plans for the construction of 
workers’ dwellings in the cities and colonies. The 
cooperative Housing Society of the Histadruth is 
ready to undertake the work as soon as means are 
made available. The same is also true of “Bit- 
zur,” the bureau of public works that was estab- 
lished jointly by the Jewish Agency and the His- 
tadruth, which is ready for large scale operations 
as soon as capital is provided. 

The Jewish Agency has undertaken a tremen- 
dous responsibility when it decided to establish 
new agricultural settlements even while the terror 
continued. Twenty-nine such settlements have 
been built during the past twenty-eight months. 
This is a tempo of colonization unprecedented in 
the annals of Zionism. It is also one of the most 
convincing expressions of Zionist faith and de- 
termination in the face of attacks. But it would 
be naive to suppose that these settlements are 
already well founded and that with their estab- 
lishment colonization work can cease for a while. 
Today these settlements are as yet only stockades 
in the wilderness. Financial means are still needed 
before they will be transformed into permanent 
and economically prosperous farming villages. 

Is it necessary to add that the lion’s share of 
the responsibility for raising this fund devolves 
upon American Jewry? Is there any other Jewish 
community in the world capable of contributing to 
this fund in the same measure as American Jews 
can? 
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THE RIGHT OF ASYLUM 


HEN THE German borders first overflow- 
‘ -ed in 1933, the League of Nations re- 
sponded to popular sympathy for the victims of 
Nazi persecution by setting up the office of the 
High Commissioner for Refugees coming from 
Germany. Straight-armed by the Nazis, lacking 
American support, and suffering from all the 
maladies of the League, the work of the High 
Commissioner proved inadequate. Nazi repres- 
sions increased. Thousands of refugees tumbled 
into the arms of the police of border countries 
and into the Danube. Other nations joined Ger- 
many in producing refugees. nti-fascist Ital- 
ians, without documents, numbering at least 30,- 
000, clamored vainly for help. Left-wing anti- 
Stalinists trickled out of Soviet Russia. Guilty 
member nations compromised the League’s hum- 
anitarian capacities; and the total number of per- 
sons affected and to be affected in Germany-Aus- 
tria alone passed the half-million mark, creating 
a major political problem. 

Stimulated by Dorothy Thompson’s article 
on the refugee problem, published in the Ap- 
ril issue of Foreign Affairs, Secretary Hull en- 
tered the scene on March 25 by calling the now 
famous intergovernmental conference on refugees. 
Following the conference call, perhaps as a coun- 
ter to it, Soviet Russia withdrew its traditional 
objections to the Nansen office of the League of 
Nations, which has handled White Russian refu- 
gees, thus belatedly paving the way for the unific- 
ation of the High Commissioner’s activities, the 
Nansen office, and the I. L. O. into one greater 
organization under the League. But although 
France and England supported this arrangement 
out of a wish to retain the League axis, the United 
States drove on toward a refugee organization 
independent of the League. 

The first practical effect of the conference call 
was contrary to its expressed objectives. The 
Nazis turned more heat on German and Austrian 
Jews, surpassing all their previous feats of savag- 
ery. Italy, naturally having declined to attend 
the conference, allied herself with Germany in 
adopting an official policy of anti-Semitism. The 
prospect of successful Zionist lobbying at the con- 
ference was dimmed by concurrent outbreaks in 
Palestine. 

A reactionary wave blew up and ran through 
most of the prospective participating governments 
as they sought to place themselvess in a bargain- 
ing position. The frontiers of countries border- 
ing Germany were sealed against any further 
emergency exodus of refugees. Distant “refugee 
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receiving” nations jacked up their immigration 
restrictions. The French Government swerved 
from its relatively liberal attitude toward refu- 
gees by enacting fresh and severe anti-alien laws, 
as well as new and not unrelated espionage acts. 
The United States, as the initiator, loosened its 
interpretation of its extremely restrictive immig- 
ration laws; but the Celler bill for liberalizing 
them, which was to have been up for Congress- 
ional committee hearings in April, dropped out 
of the picture. Later the reactionary Dies Com- 
mittee arose on the right. 

The conference, meeting at Evian in July, was 
greeted in the United States by a sceptical press. 
The theme of the American correspondents con- 
cerned the disparity between the democratic and 
humanitarian ideals to which the delegates pledg- 
ed their allegiance at the beginning of speeches, 
and the apologetic “buts” with which they negat- 
ed those ideals before they sat down, as the Her- 
ald Tribune reported, to a “poker game.” 

In the end Evian came down to argument and 
compromise between England and the United 
States. Plugging for the League of Nations and 
carrying the French proxy, England compro- 
mised the final resolution to save, among other 
things, Mussolini’s face. 

The permanent committee which has grown 
out of Evian is now a fact, and private refugee 
organizations will find it necessary to work with 
it. Bearing powerful governmental authority it 
is able to provide a diplomatic span to Berlin, 
later perhaps to other centers of major refugee 


‘ production; and by the same token it is able to 


provide substantial machinery for migration, in- 
cluding an international finance corporation. 

But the absolutely illiberal tone of the com- 
mittee’s inauguration makes one thing certain: 
that whatever it achieves will have to be wrung 
out of it by the people of its member countries. 
Of first importance especially for their separate 
actions are the large, pivotal countries. And the 
United States, although it appeared in a fine light 
against the Evian shade, is no exception. 

A number of organizations in the United States 
which have advanced an asylum policy—the Com- 
mittee of Ten headed by Mrs. Carrie Catt was 
one of the first and is a good example—have urg- 
ed that the present immigration quotas, unfilled 
for many years, be allowed to operate for the ben- 
efit of, refugees. To this end the Committee has 
been requesting President Roosevelt, since Hitler 
took power, to lift the financial restrictions on im- 
migration set by Hoover in 1930. 














OcToBER, 1938 


It was along these lines that the State Depart- 
ment recently liberalized its position toward re- 
fugee immigrants. The Labor Department’s jur- 
isdiction over immigration is for all practical pur- 
poses non-existent. Visas are issued by consuls in 
foreign cities, and the issuance is governed direct- 
ly by State Department policy: Miss Perkins has 
not issued even a single press release concerning 
refugees since the intergovernmental committee 
call was announced. Her department handles the 
dirtier work of deportation. 

Acting through its consuls, the State Depart- 
ment has relaxed considerably on the document 
requirements for the issuance of visas, and has 
permitted American citizens in effect to bond their 
friends among the refugees against becoming pub- 
lic charges in the United States. But it has pre- 
served the principle, according to law, of insisting 
on “proof” that a refugee will not become a pub- 
lic charge. Together with the Nazi program of 
stripping refugees of all their resources, if they 
have any, this practice has resulted in admittance 
to the United States only of those who have de- 
finite moneyed support. And the, administration 
has several times here and at Evian asserted that 
it has no intention of altering the low German- 
Austrian quota of 27,370, or any other quotas. 

The Committee of Ten in its program and the 
Government in its practice have also made it clear 
that they intend to continue the censorship of the 
political beliefs of immigrants, including political 
exiles. The Committee’s published program 
states that “no plea is made herein, for the admis- 
sion of anarchists and communists. They are ex- 
cluded by subsisting provisions of our immigration 
laws, as construed by the courts . . . and no amend- 
ment of such subsisting statute is advocated here- 
in. The trouble is that Germany is persecuting 
all liberals, including social democrats, pacifists, 
internationalists, labor union leaders, etc.” 

Although it may seem strange to those who are 
unfamiliar with the present situation in the radical 
movement, the Communist Party takes a similar 
view, illustrated by its behavior in the classic case 
of the world’s most prominent exile, Trotsky. 
Having disavowed revolutionary aims, it too 
seeks asylum only for “democratic” refugees, and 
opposes asylum for left militants, all of whom it 
now calls “Trotskyite-Fascists.”’* 

The logical result of this antipathy to the 
broad right of asylum is to bring to the United 
States a limited number of refugees who are “re- 





* The U. S. Court of [Appeals for the Fifth Circuit held at New 
Orleans on April 6 last, that Sooepls Strecker, a former member of the 
Communist Party, could not be deported for membership in that party, on 
the ground that it no longer advocates the overthrow of government by 
force. Although it is true that the Communist Party does in fact profess 
a different view on the doctrine in question, the decision is nevertheless a 
sharp departure from previous court practice and a liberal interpretation of 
repressive laws. Many other sections of the labor movement, however, un- 
like the Communists, do not claim immunity through adherence to democ- 
tatic capitalism, and for them the laws remain intact. The Communists 
may be satisfied to get in under the wire, if the Supreme Court sustains this 
judicial concession, but it cannot be regarded as a legitimate basis for 
establishing the broad right of asylum. 
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liable” (Dorothy Thompson’s word), whose pol- 
itical philosophy conforms, that is, to establish a 
narrow policy of asylum for considerations of 
State, rather than as a democratic or humanitar- 
ian right—a policy at variance with the great tra- 
dition of asylum for which this country was once 
famous. 

Present immigration laws amending the right 
of asylum exclude anarchists specifically and those 
believing in the overthrow of government by force 
generally, and have been applied exclusively 
against left wing labor groups. The legal admis- 
sibility of fascist adherents of force, includ- 
ing perhaps members of the Catholic Church 
which today stands militantly behind Franco’s ef- 
fort forcibly to overthrow the government of 
Spain, has never officially been questioned. Ex- 
iled Fascists like Hanfstaengel, ex-pal of Hitler, 
and Machado, ex-tyrant of Cuba, have entered 
without a ripple in the waters around Ellis Island. 
Professed democrats in 1938 are so reluctant to 
give their political opponents on the left a human- 
itarian courtesy which in less enlightened times 
was given to common murderers, that if Mr. Mil- 
quetoast were an alien seeking entry, he might be 
wary of endorsing the violent overthrow of 1776. 

These political censorship laws actually do not 
keep out a great number of persons. If an incom- 
ing alien has any “bad thoughts” he is not likely 
to confide in a government official—and no poli- 
tical-belief lie detector has yet been discovered. 
The laws exclude only well known exiles despite 
their willingness to give an assurance of their non- 
interference in the internal affairs of the country 
of refuge. Indirectly the laws are an attempt re- 
pressively to control historical and _ political 
thought. 

The tradition of broad asylum is far older than 
any of the countries which today are avoiding its 
mention. It antedates, in fact, the state itself. The 
sanctuaries which in primitive times compensated 
for the shortcomings of retributive justice became 
known as asylia in ancient Egypt. The Bible tells 
of six cities of refuge for those who feared blood 
vengeance for accidental homicide, and in Greece 
sanctuary was so sacred that its violator was sub- 
ject to exile. Even Tiberius who abolished most 
Roman sanctuaries, kept two; and later Constan- 
tine and Theodosius turned over the power to give 
asylum to the Christian churches. In 779 Charle- 
magne cancelled asylum for murderers, and al- 
though the Popes after Innocent III did the same, 
the ‘‘stone of peace” near the altar provided an 
asylum down to early modern times. In England 
the privilege of sanctuary for some criminals last- 
ed in part until 1727, in Wurtemberg until 1804, 
in Italy until after 1850. 

The modern world shifted the emphasis from 
criminal to political refugees. Democrats fresh 
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with radical spirit, gave asylum to their foreign 
brother liberals in the struggle against feudalism 
and the aristocracy. But with the rise of indus- 
trialism and the labor and socialist movements, the 
eyes that had watched revolutionary struggles 
against feudalism with sympathy, turned to glare 
at stirrings on the left. 

And yet although there were repressions at 
home and the practice of asylum was limited, of- 
ten succumbing to foreign pressure, even revolu- 
tionaries opposed to democratic capitalism were 
granted relative freedom in exile under constitu- 
tional government before the World War. Be- 
hind the walls of the British Museum, Karl Marx 
wrote his world shaking treatises on capitalism, 
and outside kept himself active, from a distance, in 
the revolutionary movements of the continent. 
The government of Great Britain sheltered the 
First International and despite its hatred for the 
French Communards, gave them asylum too in 
1871 in the face of threats from an almost entire- 
ly hostile Europe led by Bismarck and Favre. In 
our own time Lenin and Trotsky with a few fol- 
lowers wandered over all Europe—though not 
without diplomatic difficulties—and plagued the 
Czar from the 1905 Revolution to the February 
Revolution of 1917. 

Early American statesmen were vividly aware 
of the value of asylum to their vision of building 
a nation out of refugees. The Declaration of In- 
dependence protested that the King “endeavored 
to prevent the population of these States: for that 
purpose obstructing the Laws for the Naturaliza- 
tion of Foreigners; refusing to pass others to en- 
courage their migration hither...” President 
Roosevelt's text in a recent address to the D. A. R. 
was: “Remember always that all of us . . . are des- 
cended from immigrants and revolutionists.”” The 
truth is that from the last immigrant, Thomas 
Mann, back through Albert Einstein, Senator 
Robert F. Wagner, the late Andrew Carnegie, 
and all the countless millions who built the United 
States, to the Mayflower Pilgrims, the people of 
the United States are a refugee people. 

James Madison in 1784 attacked any departure 
from “that generous policy, which offering asy- 
lum to the persecuted and oppressed of every 
nation, promises a lustre to our country and an 
accession to the number of its citizens.” In his 
Thanksgiving Proclamation in 1785 Washington 
called upon the people “humbly and fervently to 
beseech the kind Author of these blessings . . . to 
render this country more and more a safe and 
propitious asylum for the unfortunate of other 
countries.” 

Jefferson relieved Federalist pressure on the 
French refugees in 1801 by sabotaging the Alien 
and Sedition Acts and gave the exiles a peaceful 
home. Moved by the philosophy which he had 
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“imported” from John Locke and the Puritan Re- 
volution, he went beyond a partisan defense of the 
French refugees, with whom he was in political 
sympathy, to the defense of persecuted humanity, 
upholding the principle of the right of asylum as a 
natural right of man. National policy was estab- 
lished for a century by Jefferson’s passionate chal- 
lenge in his first inaugural address: “Shall we re- 
fuse the unhappy fugitives from distress that hos- 
pitality which savages of the wilderness extended 
to our forefathers arriving in this land? Shall op- 
pressed humanity find no asylum on this globe?” 

The 1844 platform of the Democratic Party 
declared that the “liberal principles embodied by 
Jefferson in the Declaration of Independence and 
sanctioned in the Constitution, which makes ours 
the land of liberty and the asylum of the oppress- 
ed of every nation, have ever been cardinal prin- 
ciples in the Democratic faith...” The plank 
was repeated in 1848, 1852, 1856 and 1884. 
Cleveland’s successful platform of 1892 boasted 
that “this country has always been the refuge of 
the oppressed from every land.” 

Lincoln had a hand in the 1864 Republican 
platform which urged that “the asylum of the 
oppressed of all lands should be fostered and en- 
couraged by a liberal and just policy.” The idea 
found its way in several forms into the Republican 
platforms of 1868, 1872, 1876, 1892 and 1912. 

On the very eve of American entry into the 
War another Republican platform renewed the 
pledge to “maintain the right of asylum, which is 
never to be surrendered or restricted...” 

Nor had the tradition been platonic. One of 
the issues on which the War of 1812 was fought 
was the impressment of British-born American 
seamen on the theory of “Once an Englishman 
always an Englishman.” Against it the young 
refugee nation brought the doctrine of the natural 
right of expatriation, the right of a foreigner to 
become the citizen of another country, in which 
was inherent the right of asylum. As it grew up 
the United States broke down the old European 


‘doctrine of perpetual allegiance and from the 


1860s to the advent of Hitler and the Nazi Ger- 
man-race-nation myth, secured the recognition of 
the right of expatriation from all nations. 

The great migrations to the United States are 
studded with colorful incidents of asylum. Fran- 
cis Lieber was welcomed here after he served in 
a Prussian prison for a political offense and es- 
caped from Missolonghi,-where he fought with 
Byron in an early forerunner of the modern Inter- 
national brigades. August Willich, a German who 
had belonged with Karl Marx to the Communist 
League of 1848, was received, later to become a 
hero of the Civil War. The German semi-revolu- 
tionary Karl Schurz, a political refugee who had 
managed a jail delivery at Spandau in 1850, was to 





za ff eee ae ae ee oe | Ok 


TC weet OO St OTR ORS FO lo 


ct 











OcToBER, 1938 


become Secretary of the Interior. Friedrich Hec- 
ker, who had led the Baden insurrection in 1849, 
was to be on the ballot with Lincoln in Illinois. 
A whole group of refugee ’48ers who had become 
citizens, organized the Bund Freier Manner at 
Louisville in 1853—a strictly German political 
organization dedicated to the abolition of Negro 
slavery. John Most was received in 1882, after 
he had served prison terms not only in reactionary 
Austria, Prussia and Saxony, but in England, 
where he had applauded in print the assassins of 
Alexander II. 

When the Czar intervened in the Hungarian 
Revolution of 1848 on the side of the deposed 
emperor Francis Joseph, Louis Kossuth who had 
been president of the Committee of National 
Safety and governor, fled to Turkey where he 
was jailed at the instigation of the Austrian gov- 
ernment. When his extradition was sought, the 
President of the United States, instructed by Con- 
gressional resolution, sent the frigate Mississippi 
to Turkey in 1851 to offer him asylum. Some of 
the most important of Amercian state papers are 
those which Daniel Webster then exchanged with 
the Austrian and Turkish governments. When 
Kossuth arrived here he was hailed throughout 
the country, received by Congress and presented 
by Webster to the President. Fillmore content- 
edly reported to Congress in his annual message 
that December: “This country has been justly re- 
garded as a safe asylum for those whom political 
events have exiled from their homes in Europe.” 


National pride has always prevented extradi- 
tion from the United States for political offenses. 
All treaties into which the United States has en- 
tered either contain a written clause or imply an 
understanding against political extradition. No- 
thing, in fact, could make the alien political oppo- 
sitionist more certain of asylum here than the in- 
stitution by a foreign government of extradition 
proceedings against him. Jan Pouren and Chris- 
tian Rudowitz, Russian revolutionaries for whom 
defense committees battled in 1906, successfully 
combatted the Czar’s extradition proceedings from 
their haven here. Secretary of State Elihu Root 
advised Theodore Roosevelt that if the question 
as to whether the crime was political “‘is deter- 
mined in favor of the person demanded, the law 
forbids his extradition and protects him in his 
right of asylum.” And although the alleged of- 
fenses included murder, and their object was the 
revolutionary overthrow of the Czar, yet when 
their political character was proven, Elihu Root 
rejected the Czar’s request and gave asylum to 
the exiles. 

Max Kohler who pioneered in the study of asy- 
lum, brilliantly argued its constitutional basis in 
the American Law Review in 1917. 
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The cornerstone of the constitutional view is 
found in the Ninth Amendment: “The enumera- 
tion in the Constitution of certain rights, shall not 
be construed to deny or disparage others retained 
by the people.” At mid-cenutry the Jeffersonian 
view was expounded in the Supreme Court by Jus- 
tice Campbell (Reg v Bernard) : 

It has ever been the glory of this country to af- 
ford (asylum) to the persecuted foreigner. 
That is a glory which I hope ever will belong 
to this country. That asylum however, rem- 
ember, amounts to this, that foreigners are at 
liberty to come to this country and to leave it 
at their own will and pleasure, and that they 
cannot be disturbed by the Government of this 
country as long as they obey our laws; and they 
are under the same laws as native born subjects 
and if they violate those laws they are liable to 
be prosecuted and punished in the same man- 
ner as native born subjects. 


But the Constitution was circumvented, despite 
tradition and Justice Campbell. The principle of 
national sovereignty was invoked in the late 19th 
century to exclude aliens from the benefits of the 
Constitution. Ideas, beliefs, activities and cir- 
cumstances that were the right of citizens became 
the ground for keeping aliens out. Bit by bit, under 
cover of immigration regulations and restrictions, 
the right of asylum was hacked away. A clause 
exempting political refugees ‘if otherwise admis- 
sable” became a joker; asylum was to vanish in 
conditions of inadmissability. Once a hallowed 
ideal, asylum was to become simply a matter of 
administrative immigration routine. 


The first to be affected by the constitutional 
breakdown were Asiatics, through the Chinese 
Exclusion Act of 1882. Mental, “moral,” and 
physical regulations were added as a matter of 
course; and the trade unions obtained the exclu- 
sion of contract labor. In 1903 the principle of 
political asylum was marred when anarchists were 
banned in the wave of hysteria following the as- 
sassination of President McKinley. Thereafter, 
Mexican liberals and radicals, some of whom are 
now members of the Cardenas regime, got little 
comfort whenever they hurried over the Rio 


Grande. 
Although Wilson, like three Presidents before 


him, requested an exemption for political refugees, 
the literacy test bill, obscurely amended, passed 
over his veto in 1917 and put another crimp in 
the tradition. The time was to come a few years 
later when anti-bolshevik feelings would open the 
doors for White Russians on Nansen passports; 
and when Irish votes would keep them open for 
Irish revolutionary patriots, including DeValera. 
Arriving illegally on false passports, often dis- 
guised as seamen, the Irish were to tour the coun- 
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try freely campaigning for Independence and send 
money and arms back home. 

But the broad tradition of asylum which had 
prevailed through most of the country’s history 
died in 1917 under marching feet and waving 
flags, and six years of the New Deal have not re- 
vived it. It was a hundred and sixteen years af- 
ter Jefferson’s inaugural appeal for asylum when 
all individual and political liberties were abandon- 
ed for the quasi-totalitarianism of war-time na- 
tional unity. Jefferson’s party leading the coun- 
try into the war on a reform platform ironically 
restored the Alien and Sedition laws in a form 
that would have made the Federalists blush. 
Wilson’s Espionage and Sedition Acts and the 
Immigration Act of 1917, supplementing the an- 
archist ban with a sweeping law establishing the 
inadmissability of all persons holding the view- 
point of the overthrow of government by force, 
opened the era of alien deportation. The right 
of asylum disappeared in the “deportation delir- 
iums” of Burleson, Palmer and Daugherty. 

It was a long way too from the regime that 
sprung the Hungarian Kossuth from a Turkish 
jail when early in 1925 Count Michael Karolyi, 
‘first president of the Hungarian Republic, came 
in to visit his sick wife and sat mute at a public 
dinner, his lips sealed by the State Department 
under pressure from the Hungarian Ambassador. 
The same month it was widely reported that it 
was Mussolini’s influence that sent the veteran an- 
archist, Carlo Tresca to jail for a year and a day 
—for the dissemination of birth control informa- 
tion in his anti-Fascist Italian language newspaper ! 
Political embarassment brought Presidential inter- 
vention and a reduction of Tresca’s sentence to 
four months. The next year government policy 
‘brought dramatic tragedy to the Mexican revolu- 
tionary Manuel Torres. A political refugee denied 
asylum and voluntary departure, he was deported 
to Mexico for illegal entry. Two weeks later the 
Mexican government executed him. 

The quota acts of 1921 and 1924 restricted im- 
migration drastically to about 150,000 a year, the 
national allowances being spread in a Nordic pat- 
tern. Hoover's executive order of September 8, 
1930 added the financial restrictions that put a 
stop to practically all immigration and asylum. 
Miss Perkins and Mr. Hull continued the spirit of 
the Hoover order, and until recently, chiefly as a 
result of this order, emigration has exceeded immi- 
gration. The story of deportations is well known. 
Ellis Island, once the gateway to freedom, in re- 
cent history has become the back door of a jail, 
presided over by an immigration-ofhcer warden. 

During the present period of Fascist triumph 
in Europe, anti-Fascists, today the largest group 
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of political offenders, have looked elsewhere than 
to the United States for help. Many political of- 
fenders were sheltered in pre-Hitler Berlin and 
pre-Dolfuss Vienna. From the revolution to the 
capture of power by Stalin, Soviet Russia was a 
haven for revolutionary exiles. Now, as Walter 
Duranty points out, every foreigner there is re- 
garded and treated as an actual or potential spy. 
There remain, to a limited extent, London, 
with its anti-Semitic refugee chief, Earl Winter- 
ton, Paris, Switzerland and Mexico. 

And now the tradition gives a sign of reawak- 
ening in the United States. The curbstone inter- 
view in which President Roosevelt announced its 
revival coincided with reports of the savage Nazi 
persecutions in Austria, and followed hard on the 
heels of the retreat of the Loyalists in Spain and 
the third public Moscow Trial. ‘Seated beside 
William C. Bullitt, Ambassador to France and 
former Ambassador to the Soviet Union, the Pre- 
sident told correspondents that his proposal em- 
braced the political and religious refugees of Ger- 
many, Austria, Rumania, the Soviet Union, Spain 
and Italy. The press compounded the sensation 
by momentarily leaving off snarling at the Reor- 
ganization Bill and universally applauding. 

The President’s announcement, however, is am- 
biguous, and conflicts with present administration 
practice and statements made at Evian. The ac- 
tion taken by groups interested in civil liberties 
has been the promotion of legislation repealing 
the present restrictions, legislation that the admin- 
istration could obtain without too great difficulty 
if it wanted to. 

The situation is critical. Refugees are in a des- 
perate hurry. Lacking papers they sometimes are 
compelled to enter a foreign country without stop- 
ping for formalities. As things stand a refugee es- 
caping into the United States, say from a boat, is 
faced with deportation. 

Asylum is a democratic right, like the right to 
picket or vote, and as such is a job for the labor 
movement. A limited liberal position requires the 
abrogation of the present pile-up of reactionary 
legislation of 1903 and the war years. Political 
inquisition and asylum are not compatible. The 
ban on. Asiatics is barbaric. Reprisals for illegal 
entry, assurances against an exile’s going broke, 
and cramped quotas are brakes on the right of 
asylum. The job comes down to scrapping the 
economic restrictions against religious and political 
refugees and exempting them from the quota 
system. 

With Fascist fever in Europe, many have pre- 
dicted that the way to a better world depends on 
the people of America. Perhaps, as in the past, 
the road of the refugees will point the way ahead. 
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MENACHEM. _USSISHKIN 


® by Shlomo Grodzensky 


IMPLE, UNCOMPLICATED men are not 


always ordinary men. There are times and 
situations when the consistent, undoubting, per- 
sonality is the exception rather than the heretic 
consumed by doubts. Throughout five decades 
Zionism has had a leader of this type in Mena- 
chem Ussishkin. 

Spiritually and psychologically Ussishkin is a 
man of the people. The sentiments which he had 
imbibed in his childhood live within him in all 
their original freshness and have not been dim- 
med by the experiences and the unavoidable dis- 
appointments of many years of active life. He is 
incapable of objective criticism of those things 
that he firmly believes in. Solid man of the 
people, he reacts to self-criticism and self-analysis 
as one might react to heresy. 

In themselves, these qualities are not always 
commendable. They limit the potential influence 
which one might exert on his fellow-men. They 
make one indifferent to the reactions of the people 
outside his immediate group. Such an attitude 
may do much harm to a movement such as Zion- 
ism which is dependent to such a great extent on 
outside factors. But in the case of Ussishkin 
these qualities did not hinder his growth and de- 
velopment. On the contrary, with him they 
served as a source of strength and inner stability. 

At a time when Zionism was anything but an 
actuality, when it appeared that the Zeitgeist, the 
needs of the masses and the direction of progress 
were opposed to Zionism, Ussishkin was one of the 
few Zionists who continued unperturbed in his 
activity and did not falter in his belief that it was 
the central task of the Jewish people and its only 
real hope. This perseverance in a task which 
may have appeared ridiculously trivial to the out- 
sider aroused a feeling of respect for Zionism 
even among enemies and skeptics. 

Within the Zionist movement Ussishkin played 
an unusual role. His name is linked with two de- 
cisive episodes in its history—the struggle against 
“Charter” Zionism before the war and the land 
problem after it. 

When Herz] issued his historic call, Ussishkin 
was one of the first to respond. His admiration 
of the young leader who came from an assimilated 
environment knew no bounds but he was even 
then too deeply rooted in the realities of Pales- 
tine to be swept off his feet by the mystical Herzl 
cult which blinded so many Zionists who came 
to the movement from the same environment as 
that of Herzl himself. During the period of the 
first Zionist Congress, Ussishkin was the natural 


spokesman of the “‘practical,” realistic section of 
the movement. While Herzl inaugurated his 
diplomatic activities, efforts which were doomed 
to failure, Ussishkin continued his practical work, 
through the Odessa “‘Chovevei Zion” committee, 
for the strengthening of the existing settlements, 
the schools and the communal organization of the 
Jews in Palestine. 

Looking back, we realize now that one of the 
most decisive “accidents” in pre-War Zionism 
was the so-called ‘Second Aliya”—the wave of 
worker immigrants in the years 1904-14. The 
few hundred stubborn and determined young 
people who were “beyond despair” caused a 
stream of new life to flow in the veins of the 
weakened and atrophied Jewish community in 
Palestine. The role of Ussishkin in fostering 
this immigration is one of his proudest achieve- 
ments. Although he was temperamentally and 
intellectually far removed from these revolution- 
ary and skeptical young people, he had one thing 
in common with them—a great hunger for re- 
deeming deeds. The new chapter in Palestine 
pioneering which the second Aliya marked was 
considerably influenced by a pamphlet entitled 
“Our Program” which Ussishkin published in 
1904. This pamphlet expressed a number of 
ideas which became the guides in the lives of the 
pioneers of that era. This pamphlet appeared at 
the same time that another historic document— 
Joseph Vitkin’s call to Jewish youth “to renew 
the days of the Bilu’’—was issued. In both these 
documents there was contained an implied protest 
against the “diplomatic,” passive-Messianic Zion- 
ism of Herzl and his literal interpreters. It was 
characteristic of the future builder of the Jewish 
National Fund that the land problem was the 
central theme of his pamphlet. He attacked all 
illusions about the possibility of solving the land 
problem in Palestine through political moves and 
he foresaw that the way for Jews to acquire land 
in that country would be through purchase. In 
this pamplet he also pointed out the second cen- 
tral theme of the rebuilding of Palestine—Jewish 
labor. The prevalence of Arab labor in the Jew- 
ish colonies he considered to be a festering sore 
which would retard the upbuilding of the country. 
Benefitting from the lessons of the agrarian prob- 
lem in the Russian empire, he wrote: “If the 
problem of Arab labor will not be solved soon 
then the entire structure of Jewish Palestine will 
be erected on a foundation of sand. There will 
come a day when the oppressed and pauperized 
Arab peasant will open his eyes and see the pros- 
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perous Jewish colonies... He will then realize 
that his hands and his labor created that wealth 
and he will demand his share in it.” 

The second chapter in Ussishkin’s Zionist acti- 
vity began after the world war. It is enough to 
say that as a result of his efforts during this per- 
iod, the Jewish people owns in perpetuity over 
400 thousand dunams of land in Palestine. 
Whatever security the Jewish community in Pal- 
estine possesses during the present unrest and 
violence is largely due to the possession of this 
land. 

Today Ussishkin stands somewhat isolated in 
the Zionist camp. He is the most uncompromis- 
ing and most rigid of the opponents of the plan 
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to partition Palestine. It may be argued that 
this is a time for elasticity and open-mindedness, 
for “reasonableness” and compromise. But it is 
part of Menachem Ussishkin’s nature to pay no 
attention to such advice. Who will be so brave 
as to try to bend his iron will? And besides, 
hasn’t Ussishkin demonstrated on several occa- 
sions that resistance to the lures of the moment 
must not always be, as it is commonly believed, 
sterile and unproductive? Ussishkin must remain 
true to himself. And, today, on his seventy-fifth 
birthday, every Zionist will be grateful to this 
unique man of the people for the great strength 
with which he irradiated the Zionist movement. 


INNER STRENGTH 


(A LETTER FROM PALESTINE) 


HENEVER I am about to take a trip, I 


hear my comrades in Dagania say: “Joseph 
is travelling again. There will be shooting some- 
where.” I have occasion to travel frequently 
and the shooting does not stop. Explosions, de- 
railments, land mines, these are our daily menu 
and the end is not yet in sight. ‘One gets used to 
it,” some say, but it is not true. Watch the faces 
of the people as they read their newspapers. 
There are black borders on every column. The 
Davar devotes a special section every week to the 
biographies of the fallen. Today, even like twen- 
ty-seven months ago when the first victims fell, the 
pain is still felt in all its undulled sharpness. 

Looking at the photographs of the victims one 
might conclude that all the young, the healthy, the 
promising, were singled out for annihilation. 
Nearly all of them fell while on guard. When one 
reads their terse biographies and the short letters 
and memoirs which they have left, he realizes that 
we do not appreciate the living. It appears that 
we still do not know our human material and how 
to value it. 

In ordinary times, people argue about ideolo- 
gies and principles. But on guard, in the darkness 
of the night at Hanita, on the road to Ramat Ha- 
kovesh everybody is united. One vision brought 
them to the country; for one cause they spend 
sleepless nights on guard; for one cause they have 
fallen. Today they are all united. 

“Flow and when will it all end?” This is the 
question that everyone asks. But none can give a 
clear answer. Each one seeks for his own answer 
and sometimes finds it spontaneously. 

Jews were burned alive in Kiriat Haroshet. 
The following day the radio announces: “A bomb 
exploded in Jerusalem killing ten Arabs and 
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wounding 15.” Some people feel happier at this 
announcement. Logic? Sense? Humanity? 
These ‘are forgotten and only the desire for re- 
venge predominates. Adults feel glad at the re- 
taliation. Children count the number of dead in 
the same spirit as one keeps score at a football 
game. 

Such is the mood of the “mob” on the street 
corners throughout the country. But the “mob” 
merely talks. It does not act. The following day 
it is ready to change its opinions. The danger lies 
with those who act and who have embraced terror 
as a program, an idea, a road to victory. These 
are but a small group and they are recruited from 
various elements: politically untutored Oriental 
Jews, degenerated intellectuals, youngsters and 
embittered old bachelors, Jews who still speak 
Russian after living in the country for decades, a 
few idealists and some underworld types. They 
know that whatever the Revisionist “Duce”? com- 
mands is sacred. The “mob” is passive and gives 
them moral support. But the ‘“mob”’ is not their 
only support. There are also some prominent cit- 
izens and ex-officials of the Zionist movement who 
support the terrorists with money and encourage- 
ment. These sympathizers would even deny that 
they are supporters of Revisionism. But they 
hate the Histadrut, the Palestine Labor Party, 
Weizmann, Ben Gurion. They support the Revi- 
sionists because they are ready to conclude an alli- 
ance with anyone so long as it might lead to the 
downfall of the present leadership. 

Do these prominent citizens believe in terror or 
in killing innocent Arabs? No. On the contrary, 
they are opposed to it because of religious and 
moral scruples. But they will not voice their op- 
position. Instead of morally isolating the Jewish 
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bandits, they speak of round table conferences and 
peace with the Revisionists. Deep down in their 
hearts they know that nothing will come of these 
plans. 

* ok * 

How many people know the dangers that lurk 
in the night? How many know the heroism that 
was exhibited by the boys who come from the aca- 
demies, the high schools and the training farms in 
Poland? How many know the details of the 
clashes that occurred near Hanita and the Tegart 
Wall and in other places? A small group of six 
or seven left in their armored truck to occupy 
their positions as guards. Their road was barri- 
caded. Two barricades they passed but at the 
third one their trucks turned over and they were 
showered with a rain of bullets. Two were 
wounded at once. One volunteered to go for 
help. The others defended themselves against a 
mob of about two hundred Arabs and they held 
out until assistance came. 

Another time 18 laborers went to their work. 
Amidst the orange groves they were ambushed by 
a band of Arabs armed with rifles and knives. 
Among the laborers only five were armed. Two 
of the Jews were killed at once. Near them two 
Arabs fell. A hand to hand struggle ensued and 
in the bitter fight that followed, the band was re- 
pulsed. The track of the retreating band was 
covered with blood. Another one of the laborers 
died of his wounds. The funeral was held on the 
same day. One of the laborers who was killed be- 
longed to another settlement. His comrades 
said: ‘‘We came to take his body. In his place we 
will send another one to help you.” ‘The follow- 
ing day they fulfilled their promise. It is the same 
everywhere. One falls and another one immedi- 
ately comes to take his place. But there is no 
fear. 

We have not become used to these sacrifices of 
life. We do not want to become used to them. 
But we have learned to defend ourselves against 
the Arab bands. 

The atmosphere in which we live also influences 
our children. In the attack on Givat Ada, the 
Arabs succeeded in entering the settlement. In 
one of the houses an Arab killed the mother and, 
when he was surrounded, he seized the two small 
children and shielded himself with them. But the 
father commanded to shoot, disregarding the dan- 
ger to the children. Fortunately they were saved. 
The band was finally repulsed and the children of 
the settlement came out of their hiding shouting: 
“Daddy! Mamma! We are alive!” They re- 
mained alive, they will grow up and they will 
know how to defend themselves. 

Another incident. A bomb was thrown on a 
bus between Nahalal and Haifa. A boy of fifteen 
caught the bomb and threw it back at the assail- 
ants before it exploded. When the bus was finally 
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set on fire, he climbed out through the window and 
joined the adults who were battling the attackers 
from the cover of a ditch. 

Many such incidents occur. They fill us with 
the conviction that we will survive these difficult 


times. 
* * x 


But even during these terrible years we have 
not stopped our constructive work. Eight months 
ago five people were killed on their way to work 
near Kiriat Anavim. This incident aroused the 
whole country and particularly Jerusalem. Hun- 
dreds of people came to the funeral. The scene 
at the cemetery shocked every one to their inner- 
most being. One note of consolation pervaded all 
the speeches: in memory of the five who have fall- 
en we shall build a new settlement in the hills of 
Jerusalem. At the end of the thirty day period of 
mourning, the comrades of the victims planted five 
trees on the site where they were killed. The 
roots of the trees were covered with soil that ab- 
sorbed the blood of the fallen. But within a short 
time the Arabs uprooted the trees. 

Seven months passed. Throughout this time 
several attempts were made to start the new set- 
‘tlement but for various reasons these were not suc- 
cessful. Finally the day of the founding was de- 
termined. Everything was in readiness. The 
government was informed that on that morning 
the land would be occupied. Then a misfortune 


occurred. A bomb exploded in Jerusalem and 
killed ten Arabs, five of them residents of a near- 
by village which had refrained from violence up to 


that time. There was great excitement and the 
government forbade founding the colony on the 
appointed day. Attacks increased and the whole 
country was waiting for some act that would give 
the proper reply of the Jewish community to the 
renewed wave of violence. The answer was not 
delayed. It was determined to establish the col- 
ony in memory of the five. The government was 
not consulted. The newspapers did not mention 
the decision. The matter was kept secret insofar 
as that was possible. 


The night preceding the establishment of the 
new setlement a couple of hundred people and 
supernumerary police arrived. Word of the 
event was passed from one village to another and 
representatives of many communes and institu- 
tions came to witness the great day. Late at.night 
the trucks were loaded with building materials. 
In the wooden barrack which served as dining 
room the guests sat and listened to a recollection 
of that fatal day when the five fell. Singing and 
dancing, which had not been heard for eight 
months, suddenly broke out. Thus it might have 
lasted throughout the night were it not for the 
command that everyone get some sleep in prepara- 
tion for the coming day. 
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At three A. M. everyone was up. At 3:30 A. 
M. all gathered at the cemetery and stood in sil- 
ence at the grave of the five. A light appeared 
among the trees. Then a voice was heard: 

“Yitzchak, Yehoshua, Moshe, Aaron, Aryeh...” 

The silence became more profound. Even the 
trees ceased their rustling as if communing with 
the spirit of the five who had given their lives. 

“Today we ascend the soil which you have sanc- 
tified with your blood. Grief over your death led 
us to this decision. 

“Today we ascend. Yesterday we were not 
certain that we could do so. Daily comrades fall 
in all the corners of the land. At this very mom- 
ent a monument may somewhere be erected over 
the grave of a fallen comrade. 

“In the cities, in the villages, on the highways, 
at work, people give their lives. They are our 
brothers in life as well as in death.” 

After the memorial prayer, the command was 
given to ascend. An orderly procedure had been 
planned. A number of trucks loaded with boards, 
prefabricated barrack walls, tools and building 
materials led the way. Then followed buses car- 
rying the comrades from Jerusalem — masons, 
carpenters, each carrying his tools. After these 
followed a number of small cars and then the 
people on foot. They started climbing. A road 
wide enough for automobiles and wagons, had al- 
ready been built, instead of the narrow trail over 
which the five went to their work. 

On the hilltop we found tens of supernumerary 
police who had occupied the surrounding heights. 
I looked at the faces of the people who worked all 
day. They expressed joy when their work was 
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completed. I understood that they had come not 
only to help in the establishment of a new colony 
but also to satisfy an inner need. 


* * Xx 


For more than 28 months we go about in sor- 
row and doubt—‘‘When will the violence end?” 

Today each one received an answer to his 
doubts—in spite of all we shall ascend. 


* * 2k 


Riding from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem, one passes 
through an Arab village Abu Gush. To the left 
of the village there is a high mountain. At the 
foot of this mountain the five members of the kvu- 
tza Bamaaleh were killed. Every time that I 
passed this mountain during these months, my eye 
was attracted to it. Today I passed this spot 
again and out of habit I looked at it again. But 
I beheld a new sight. On the side of the moun- 
tain facing Jerusalem I saw a tile roof and people 
moving about the new house. This is ‘‘Ascent of 
the Five” which was built in one day during this 
time of storm and stress. 

From now on this settlement will watch the 
road to Jerusalem. Kiriat Anavim will no longer 
be the only colony in the hills of Jerusalem. 


* * x 


When will it all end? Nobody knows. But we 
know how to stop the unrest in the country. Not 
by terror against innocent Arabs, not by imitating 
the Arab bandits, but through the establishment 
of new séttlements as homes for more Jews, more 
laborers. This is the way that will lead us to 
triumph—the way of inner strength. 


HUMANITY DIVIDED 


Psychology Applied to Politics 


E QUARREL over ideologies, we are per- 

turbed by political upheavals and we pay 
careful attention to variations in social pheno- 
mena. But do we ever stop to think that man as 
an individual changes? This tangle of brutality 
and stupidity which we are wont to call “history” 
realizes itself through the medium of the indivi- 
dual, through his conscience and behavior. This 
being, namely, individual man, whether he is in- 
significant or most important, should be observed 
from a psychological point of view. The psycho- 
logical study of the individual is no longer a mat- 
ter of scientific or literary dilettantism, but a most 
practical and even a political necessity. The stu- 
dent of politics in this noble age may readily for- 
go the knowledge of the law of commodities, 
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political geography, systems of tariff and all the 
other matters that a qualified politician should 
presumably know—but he cannot dispense with 
the knowledge of psychology, whether of his own 
self or that of others. 

The modern political usage which so rudely 
batters at the world of tradition is nothing but an 
outgrowth of an unscrupulous psychological ori- 
entation in politics. To be sure, the illiterates 
who are the masters of this political style, are 
totally ignorant of scientific psychology as well as 
of any other articulate expression of human cul- 
ture. They have not even read the most trivial 
popular psychological literature. But that is im- 
material. What is more important to note is that 
these creatures have a hyper-developed and rather 
gruesome instinct for sensing the most porous 
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membranes in the human soul—those membranes 
through which they can easily penetrate by an 
appeal to vulgarity. This evil instinct detects the 
psychic structure of man more readily and more 
thoroughly than the most painstaking scientific 
observer. Scientific research which perforce 
insists on patient observation and. exact proof 
is very suspicious of the instinct. Yet the instinc- 
tive apprehension of the human mental mechanism 
offers the most potent means of attaining power 
in the practical life of our present society. Psy- 
chology and technological progress seem to be 
inversely related in their respective application to 
human society. Technological science has ad- 
vanced far beyond the ability of modern man to 
make practical use of all its inventions. The abyss 
between the technological scientific progress and 
the human moral-intellectual retardation threatens 
the very life of Western culture. In psycholog- 
ical science, however, the case is reversed. The 
practical politician will make use of psychological 
methods which the serious scientist has hardly dis- 
covered or even discussed. 

While the totalitarian governments and move- 
ments have originated and attained power as a 
result of the ‘‘modern political school,” the demo- 
cratic and conservative governments are still in- 
clined to abide by their traditional system of poli- 
tical arts and the old rules of the game. One 
who respects these democratic governments, will 
certainly not advise them to imitate the totalitar- 
ian style, for to adopt the external techniques of 
a government means to accept also its inner es- 
sence. Form and content are inseparable in the 
makeup of a state, more so than in any other phe- 
nomenon. For the state is nothing but the sum 
total of the forms whereby the inhabitants of a 
given territory regulate their life together. To 
accept the political techniques of totalitarianism 
means simply to become totalitarian. 

However, the non-totalitarian political systems 
should regard it as their duty to study and under- 
stand the psychological techniques whereby their 
vulgar opponent is able to attract the people, set 
them in motion for his own ends and gradually 
transform them into manifestly new types of 
creatures. "To be sure, the momentous decision 
will be reached in the realm of real, practical poli- 
tics and perhaps only after a clash of the military 
forces. But the preparation for the conflict will 
be made in a sphere which may appear as strictly 
academic and which is often regarded even as a 
battleground for sophists. This is the sphere of 
thoughtful observation of thé ideological pro- 
cesses of the masses and of the psychic reactions 
of the individual. If we can understand at least 
why the individual thinks in a given manner and 
not otherwise, why he acts in one way and not in 
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another—we may be able to reconsider our own 
behavior, to correct it and render it effective. 


“Rightists” versus “Leftists” 


The political theoretician of former genera- 
tions (with the happy exception of very few pro- 
fessional students of politics) did not compre- 
hend man as a whole. The individual was princi- 
pally regarded as a strictly private Mr. X and his 
political creed was relegated to a very minute cor- 
ner of his consciousness. Furthermore, his poli- 
tical program was not related to the ‘“‘total’”” man 
but only to a very modest part of his personality, 
namely, to his rational insight. The question was, 
‘does one regard this or that to be right in a given 
situation,” and the particular answer determined 
the ‘“‘party” to which one belonged. But in every 
other respect Mr. X and Mr. Y were considered 
altogether similar even though they belonged to 
different parties. One’s total personality was at 
best earmarked by one’s religious conviction but 
not by one’s political credo. It was possible for 
people of quite similar religious types to belong 
to mutually hostile political parties, since each of 
the parties claimed only a modest section of the 
rational insight of its members. A pious Chris- 
tian and a devotee of Voltaire could join the 
same political party, because the fight went on 
about practical things such as the eight hour day 
or a tariff on grain. Their political convictions 
were not differentiated according to a given type 
of man. 

During that period there originated the mech- 
anical division of political beliefs into “rightist” 
and “leftist.” This insipid nomenclature had its 
origin in the old, venerable European parliaments 
where, quite accidentally, the various groups were 
seated in a given arrangement. It so happened 
that those who favored a duty on grain sat on the 
right side and their opponents on the left side. 
The two opposing sides were readily identified by 
their respective seating positions. The designa- 
tion “right” and “left” referred to a particular 
concrete question which could be easily expressed 
in a statement of opinion, but it was not at all 
meant to classify the entire personality of the 
member of either side. In other words, it was 
simply a practical way of distinguishing two op- 
posing points of view on a given matter. Today 
people will go into fits of rage over the classifica- 
tion of someone as a “rightist” or a “leftist.” 
But who can actually tell whether Churchill, for 
instance, stands “right” or “left”? of Attlee; whe- 
ther Baldwin is a “rightist’’ and Hitler a “leftist,” 
or vice versa? Were the Nazis of Vienna “right” 
or “‘left” of Schuschnigg, or who are actually the 
“leftists” in the French popular front, the Com- 
munists or the Social Democrats? Is the old ‘“‘cen- 
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trist’”” Vandervelde “right” or “left” of the Bol- 
shevik Stalin? 

One must admit that it is very difficult to give 
an exact reply to these questions. Inasmuch as 
political orientation tries to embrace man as a 
whole, this division into “right” and “left” be- 
comes meaningless—even to the point of absur- 
dity. People are now grouping themselves more 
in accordance with the structural type of their 
personality and less in line with their differentiat- 
ed opinions on given particular matters. We find 
today on one side people united by a common 
bond who yesterday belonged to diametrically op- 
posed parties. Among the rapturous devotees of 
Hitler one may find former loyal members of the 
Communist, Social Democratic, the Catholic, the 
German National and the Economist parties. 
On the other side, in opposition to the above 
grouping, there stands a different type of group 
though it is also recruited from the above-men- 
tioned parties. The dividing line in our genera- 
tion cuts across all former parties, programs, 
ranks and classes. One’s political convictions are 
not identified now with the intellectual judgment 
of the detailed facts but with one’s entire person- 
ality. Members of erstwhile opposing groups are 
astonished by the sudden discovery that they now 
belong to one and the same side. On the other 
hand, people who but yesterday paid membership 
dues to the same party secretary, today are ready 
to tear each other to pieces. At times one con- 
siders the other a renegade. But that is a mis- 
take. The formulas of “rightist”? and “leftist” 
of yesterday are no longer valid today. It is not 
the stereotyped formulations of traditional party 
programs that determine, today, where the indivi- 
dual belongs, but the basic structure of his per- 
sonality. 


Two Types of Valor 


There are two types of people in modern social 
and political reality, who stand in opposition to 
each other. It is extremely difficult to reduce the 
difference between these two types to a simple for- 
mula, because this phenomenon is very compli- 
cated and its boundary lines are naturally hazy. 
Nevertheless, everyone of us knows who belongs 
to the one type and who to the other. The “dyn- 
amic” type is contrasted by the hesitant and delib- 
erative, the predominantly emotional stands 
against the predominantly rational, the robust 
against the delicate, the gullible against the skep- 
tical, the confirmed’ and “coordinated” against 
the independent type. Yet, all these earmarks 


taken together do not give a satisfactory defini- 
tion of both types; apparently an exact definition 
is as yet premature, and almost impossible. How- 
ever, he who has an uncorrupted understanding 
of human nature, and possesses a healthy sense 
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for elementary values, is well able to single out 
one type from the other in everyday experience. 

Modern political usage has mobilized a human 
type which calls itself “the army man” (der 
soldatische Mensch). This is not at all a patent- 
ed peculiar concept of German Nazism. One 
finds this ‘‘soldatischen Menschen”’ in all countries 
and among all nations. The followers of Codre- 
anu, or of Degrelle, the devotees of Mosley, the 
cohorts of the Revisionist Jabotinsky, the Italian 
fascist militia, the Hungarian “‘Pfeilkremler,” and 
the Swiss ‘Frontists’—all resemble each other 
more than any of them resembles the non-military 
type of their respective nations. Their essential 
characteristic by no means consists in subscribing 
to a given ideological program. It is a well 
known fact, for instance, that among the loyal ad- 
herents of the Third International, one may find 
thousands of people who have more in common 
with the type of Codreanu and Mosley, than with 
the democratic Socialists who undoubtedly stand 
much closer to them in ideological program. 

What, then, is the most characteristic trait of 
this “‘soldatischen Menschen’? Jn essence, it is 
a peculiar combination of blind disciplined obed- 
ience and downright anarchic individual action. 
To the casual observer who is inclined to pass 
quick judgment, it may appear that the difference 
between the two types consists in the fact that the 
“army man” is courageous, whereas the other 
type is not. This reminds me of a story that, in 
my estimation, very clearly demonstrates the con- 
cept of “valor.” A Prussian lieutenant found 
himself together with an Austrian lieutenant in 
one of the trenches of the Western front in the 
World War. The Prussian was a young plucky 
professional army officer and the Austrian was an 
elderly person, a High School instructor in civil 
life. The enemy attacked their trench quite sev- 
erely. The Austrian turned pale and even trem- 
bled a little. The Prussian said to him sarcastic- 
ally, “You seem to be afraid!’’, to which the Aus- 
trian replied, “Indeed, but you see, that is the dif- 
ference between the two of us. If you were as 
dreadfully frightened as I am, you would run for 
your life.” 

The Codreanu type, to be sure, makes an exter- 
nal, so-called esthetic, impression of being brave, 
whereas the opposite type appears cowardly. But 
on deeper analysis of this phenomenon, it becomes 
obvious, that the apparent valor is nothing but a 
lack of imagination and cultural ties. A man who 
plunges into a dangerous adventure with such zest 
(which usually fascinates the honorable public), 
is simply unable to foresee the real consequences 
of his adventure. The “football” type of person 
is unquestionably more impressed by the physical, 
externally effective valor, than by the behavior of 
the man who exhibits a true knowledge of reality 
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and a deep love for the traditional ties that bind 
him to the precious cultural values of the past. 
Such a man hesitates. He abhors the adventurer 
and is afraid of the consequences of his exploits, 
because he can visualize them concretely in his liv- 
ing imagination. But, if this man of culture main- 
tains his fighting position to the last, the gain of 
his moral courage far outweighs the kind of ser- 
vice that is rendered by the person who pursues 
his adventure with a primitive blindness, like the 
worthy hero in the opera. Unfortunately, the 
operatic worthies usually receive the applause of 
the paying audience. 


The Bliss of Subordination 


It is remarkable that the primitive unhesitating 
kind of valor is usually exhibited by a certain type 
of person who is characterized by military disci- 
pline. This may sound as a paradox, but it has 
been demonstrated beyond doubt, that the quan- 
tity of individual activity is inversely related to 
the amount of personal independence. In other 
words, the more the human personality is mature 
and enriched, the further it is removed from direct 
action. 

This rule, to be sure, has its exceptions. His- 
tory can relate of outstanding cases in which ma- 
turity of personality was combined with action. 
But that is exactly what made these personalities 
great historical figures of unusual worth. How- 
ever, these exceptions are very rare and cannot 
come into consideration in everyday life. On the 
average level, which most of us can at best hope 
to attain, there is a clear line drawn between delib- 
eration and overt action, or between the tradi- 
tional ties to respected cultural values and the out- 
wardly daring alertness of the adventurer. 

To think is not only painful but hampering. 
Were the millipede to be asked to indicate which 
one of its thousand legs it put out first and which 
next, it would lose its ability to walk altogether. 
The political fate of the thinking man is, that the 
intellectual control of his behavior threatens to 
render him totally incapable of action. This is the 
tragic mortgage on reason, on which Europe has 
been paying exorbitant interest for many years 
now. The deliberating person thoroughly considers 
all the pros and cons and is therefore inclined to be 
dangerously tolerant. He is simply incapable of 
painting a world picture in absolute black and 
white. This robs him of the impulsive fighting 
spirit that ordinarily plunges into action thought- 
lessly, but with a success that fascinates. In order 
to pound away against the political enemy for 24 
hours daily, one must not have the slightest doubt 
that on one side everything is right while on the 
opponent’s side everything is wrong. The cul- 
tured person who has been brought up on ideolog- 
ical ardoitness has his doubts about such a division 
of camps. He cannot help himself but question it. 
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In this sport-crazy world, the quick and effective 
success is won by those who never hesitate. And 
how can one eradicate this natural human inclina- 
tion to hesitate? Only through obedience—if one 
obeys without question, discussion or deliberation. 

Obedience is so awfully comforting. To a cer- 
tain type of person obedience is bliss (which can 
be experienced only when the instinct to obey is 
temporarily freed from the bonds of the spirit of 
criticism). How delightful it is to feel that there 
is some superior person who knows it all, and 
who is always right! How wonderful it is to be 
free from headaches and not to be bothered by 
personal conscience! By giving up his personal 
conscience and right to deliberation, the individual 
casts off his respinsibility as well as all handicaps. 
Outwardly, such a person may appear as a rather 
courageous fellow. Actually, however, he is a 
creature who has completely surrendered his self, 
and sought refuge in the bliss of subordination. 
There is a certain Fuehrer who knows exactly 
what is true and what must be done, one who bears 
sole responsibility before God and posterity. Any- 
one who has abnegated his own judgment, his con- 
science, imagination and reason for the sake of 
such a Fuehrer, can very easily be courageous. 
For he has nothing else left but the primitive, 
vegetative joy in action—in any kind of action. 
The less a person is weighed down by the treas- 
ures of culture, the greater is his instinctive joy 
in action—in action as such and at any price. The 
cultivated person with a more complex mind does 
not consider action as an end in itself. He cul- 
tivates his personality in order to free himself 
from the primitive drive for pure action. He 
acts only when he knows why and wherefore an 
event happens and that it must happen. 

No, it is not a “devilish accident” that noisy, 
industrious and “fascinating” activity is prevalent 
among the impudent opponents of our age old 
culture rather than among those who feel at- 
tached to it. One who respects and holds on to 
creative values does not choose to lead ‘‘a danger- 
ous life’. Adventures do not entice him. Such a 
man possesses too much of value to allow vain 
temperament to drive him into the abyss of ques- 
tionable adventures of some “total revolution”. 
One’s precious possessions are not limited to 
ownership of goods. The higher possessions are 
a few books, the music one appreciates, the per- 
sonal joy of life, a positive attitude toward the 
scientific spirit, the delightful harmony of a land- 
scape, its life pulse and its people. One who 
possesses all or some of these, does not rush with 
“Dionysian exuberance” into sudden action. He 
rather considers the slogan—‘Let something hap- 
pen!’’—as the impassioned cry of an excited block- 
head. He views with skepticism any step taken 
into the unknown and with all his might he wards 
off tests of force as a basis of determining the 
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future. This type does not flirt with death; he 
would rather live one hundred years like a lamb 
than only a single day like a lion. He is inclined 
to hesitate, to postpone decisions, even to tell an 
innocent lie for the sake of peace and to avoid 
possible conflicts with hostile principles. To this 
type belong people of totally different classes and 
quite removed ranks in life. 


Man cherishes the inherited cultural values ac- 
cording to the intensity of his relationship to them 
and not because of material gain derived from 
them. But such an intense relationship is a handi- 
cap, and he who has possessions at stake moves 
along more slowly. But if the time comes when 
the prized possessions are threatened, then this 
hesitating type will prove himself the most deter- 
mined and uncompromising fighter. His fight will 
not be a “game” with the thrilling color effects of 
a romantic operatic hero—it will be an earnest 
struggle of a one who realizes that there is no 
other way out. 
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The “army man’, on the other hand, has no 
possessions—not in the capitalistic sense of the 
word, but in the cultural sense. Nothing hinders 
him and nothing delights him. He has no share 
in the cultural heritage. He is not afraid to ven- 
ture into the unknown because he does not feel at 
home in the realm of the known. The infamous 
slogan, “It cannot be any worse!” fits this type 
of individual exactly. He can be easily led into 
any battle. But can he face a serious struggle— 
one in which both sides do real shooting? When 
battle is no longer an enticing adventure but an 
evil, monstrous reality, one has to know what the 
fight is for, in order to be able to withstand it. 
The so-called “brave” type—the ‘army man”’ 
(who might also be designated as the German 
type) bursts enthusiastically into the first battle 
and comes off with a quick victory. The so-called 
“cowardly” type (the civilian or as he might also 
be designated, the Western European) falters in 
the first battles, but he is victorious in the final 
struggle. 


Last Day of Alexander Seid 


LEXANDER SEID, one of the first pioneers 

of labor in Palestine, fell at the hands of 
terrorists while guarding a forest of the Jewish 
National Fund. He was born in Siberia fifty-one 
years ago and he settled in Palestine in his early 
youth. Soon after his arrival in the country in 
1904 he became one of the founders of ‘‘Hasho- 
mer,” a watchmen’s organization which contribut- 
ed some of the most heroic chapters to the history 
of Zionism. Almost a legendary figure, Alexan- 
der Seid was looked upon with veneration by the 
youth of Palestine for whom he symbolized the 
idealism and the tenacity of the pioneering spirit. 
In the following unusual document, his wife re- 
lates the events of the last day of his life. 


* * * 


According to his custom, he arose early that 
morning to feed the livestock. His task finished, 
he entered the house to eat his breakfast. That 
day he was supposed to go to the flour mill in 
Nahalal to grade the barley. Part of it was to 
be kept for seed and the rest was to be ground. 
The sacks of barley had been stacked in the yard 
for some time. Before’ he left he reminded me 
to send to the Keren Hayesod our first payment 
on account of the loan which we had received to 
build the barn. A few days earlier we had re- 


ceived a bill of our debt and Seid was very sen- 
sitive to such reminders. 


© by Ziporah Seid 


When he returned from Nahalal in the after- 
noon, he found the entire household searching the 
grounds. A child, which was visiting with us for 
a few days, had found the pocketbook containing 
the three and a half pounds and while playing 
with it, scattered the money. We searched in 
vain. Seid helped in the quest and looked at the 
loss as a well deserved “punishment” for having 
delayed making the payment. The boy who lost 
the money was the son of an unemployed relative 
in the city. Seid felt that every farming family 
should help maintain children of the unemployed. 

In the evening he sat in his favorite corner 
near the open window overlooking the hill of Kir- 
yath Amal. He was engrossed in his impressions 
of his visit to Nahalal. 

Only rarely did Seid leave Sheikh Abreik and 
every trip was the occasion for many impressions. 
He told of how he met Dvorah Dayan and he 
wished to tell her that he had liked her articles in 
“Dvar Hapoeleth” and that she had given fitting 
expression to the role of the women in the up- 
building of the country. But he did not speak to 
her for she seemed to be very tired. He met 
others who appeared to be exhausted. “I thought 
that only we are tired from working during the 
day and watching at night,” he said, “but now I 
realize that the exhaustion of the settlers in the 
villages is even greater than ours.” He also told 
of his impressions at the agricultural school at 
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Nahalal and of the plants and trees with which 
it is surrounded. 

“Tt is a beautiful spot,” he said. ‘“True, the 
beauty is not due to a Palestinian style. Never- 
theless, it is attractive. It seems that every cul- 
ture has its own beauty.” He suggested that we 
get some of the climbing vines, which he had seen, 
to plant in our yard. “Yes, Nahalal is a charm- 
ing village but I would not exchange our Sheikh 
Abreik for it,’’ he added. 

He also told that he had met Arab shepherds 
on the way, his friends from Kuskus, and also 
laborers repairing the highway. They met him 
cordially. Among them were also boys and girls 
whose growth we had been following. He joy- 
fully told of their development and he was con- 
cerned about one of them, whom we had known 
since he was five years old when he was already a 
shepherd, who had not grown well and had re- 
mained physically stunted. On the way there 
were also Jewish laborers and they were surprised 
at the friendly meeting. They did not know that 


‘ Seid was a close friend of the Arabs whom he 


loved and respected. He liked their customs and 
he rejected any idea of revenge. 

The barley which Seid went to grade, we trea- 
sured very dearly. Seid considered this barley to 
be one of his great achievements. It was of a 
special variety, without a shell. Over twenty 
years ago an anonymous friend sent him a few 
grains of this barley in a box of matches. He 
sowed each grain individually near the spring 
which he had discovered in Kfar Giladi. When 
it matured he harvested two glasses full of barley. 
These he sowed in two rows on the land of Tel 
Chai and he carefully guarded them from mar- 
auding birds. When we left Tel Chai during the 
harvest season, he was so preoccupied with the 
details of moving that he forgot about the barley. 
But at the last moment I remembered them. I 
hurriedly cut the two rows of ears and threshed 
them with a stick. This harvest netted us two 
large containers full of the grain which I took to 
Sheikh Abreik. When sowing time again came 
around, Seid sadly remarked: “It is a pity that 
we have none of that barley.’* He was pleasantly 
surprised when I gave him the two cans filled with 
the grain. 

In 1929 our fields were set afire. This hap- 
pened shortly after the attack on our house where 
we were alone with our two children. Through- 
out the attack Seid was calm and he encouraged 
me, but when he saw his barley burning he became 
highly excited and developed a high temperature. 
He was sick for a whole month after that and 
was later compelled to leave the farm for a while 
to recuperate. In his absence I went to the fields 
with our Arabic neighbors and I gathered a sack- 
full of the grain that remained undamaged by the 
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fire. When Seid returned he was again awaited 
by the pleasant surprise of finding some of the 
grain which he had cherished. The barley we 
ground into meal and, packed in small boxes, it 
was being sold by Tnuvah as ‘‘Seid’s barley.” 

On the evening of his return from the mill in 
Nahalal, Seid felt satisfied with his day’s work. 
As he read the paper with its numerous black bor- 
dered items announcing the names of those that 
fell at the hands of terrorists, he remarked: “We 
should not mourn for these; rather should we 
weep for those that fall without purpose and 
without hope in the Diaspora.” 

The sound of the bell in the neighboring kvutza 
summoning its members to a meeting could be 
heard. Seid remarked: “If I were not so tired, I 
really should attend the meeting. I have missed 
the previous one too. They should be encour- 
aged.” 

The tolling of the bell could be heard again. 
“It seems that they are all tired,” Seid said, “they 
are not in a hurry to answer the call.” He left 
the house, but he did not reach the kvutza. 

* * © 


During the past years I have shared the mourn- 
ing of every bereaved family. Each time that a 
new victim fell I felt like sending a message of 
consolation to his family but I was afraid that my 
words would sound hollow as long as those that 
were near to me were alive and with me. Now that 
fate has placed me in the ranks of the bereaved I 
can console the mothers, widows and orphans and 
those whose sons, husbands and brothers will still 
fall. Let us not weep. Let us be strong in our 
task of construction. 

In my heart I have long ago mourned for Seid 
and his sons. I have known—they would fall to- 
gether with the others. Are they any different 
from the others? 

There is a great consolation in the sympathy of 
comrades. We have received many messages of 
sympathy from Arab friends. 

Seid willed that we should not avenge his blood 
—only defend our lives and possessions. 


We shall abide by his will. 











ANNOUNCEMENT 
Mr. Pinchas Cruso, Vice-President of the 


League for Labor Palestine, is leaving on a 
tour of the Midwest the first week of October 
in the interests of the JEWISH FRONTIER. 

He will visit Cleveland, Akron, Detroit, 
Chicago, Milwaukee and Cincinnati. 

The officers of the League Chapters in the 
respective communities are requested to ar- 
range a membership meeting or a session of 
their Executive Committee and assist Mr. 
Cruso in his important mission. 
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Dr. Joseph Kruk, together with a group of 
prominent independent Jewish socialists in Poland, 
has recently joined the Socialist Zionist movement. 
In the following article he explains the motives 
which caused their entry into the Poale Zion party. 


HAT COMPELLED me and my comrades 

— internationalists who had hitherto re- 
mained aloof from the Socialist Zionist move- 
ment—to join the camp of labor Palestine? 

The six people from the Independent Socialist 
Labor Party who signed the agreement for unific- 
ation with the Poale Zion (Socialist Zionists) 
have a combined political seniority of 203 years. 
The experiences of these six people extended over 
203 years during which time they studied the 
phenomena of life, they attempted to influence 
and to direct events and they did not avoid any 
sacrifice for the sake of their ideals. Together 
they fought against the tyranny of Czarism; they 
belonged to illegal groups which preached hatred 
for autocracy in Russia and love for freedom and 
human fraternity. All of them participated in the 
struggle for the independence of Poland. They 
were sentenced to jail; for years they lived in the 
wilds of Siberia; they spent their best years as 
political emigres; they endangered their freedom 
and their very lives. All this they did constantly 
and without interruption until 1938. 

And if these people, who were schooled by ex- 
perience, now actively joined the work for the new, 
free, labor Palestine they did so not out of levity. 
This was not an accidental, sudden, step taken 
in order to conform with the fashion of the time. 
The people who signed the agreement of unifica- 
tion with the Poale Zion are used to swim against 
the current! Passing moods do not influence 
them and they know all too well that an entire 
people may follow a wrong path. 

It is difficult to make a political revolution but 
spiritual revolutions are even more arduous. Tre- 
mendous, often invisible forces, pave the way for 
it. After the revolution occurs, the processes 
which prepared it become apparent and its social 
and psychological inevitability become obvious. 

x * * 


We belonged to-that small and unpopular 
group that was known as “good Europeans.” 
During the world war and immediately after it 
we keenly felt the tragedy of Europe as a civilized 
unit. When incited nations rose one against an- 
other and engaged in mutual slaughter; when 
streams of blood flowed through the fields, and 
later, when the tide of hatred engulfed nations 


I FIND A HOMELAND 
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and countries, we felt the lack of European unity. 
Every one fought for his own country while the 
common homeland, Europe, was bleeding to 
death. 

Our prophets and martyred leaders of the 
‘European nation” were Jean Jaures who sacri- 
ficed his life on the altar of world peace; Kurt 
Eisner, the first president of the Bavarian repub- 
lic, who gave his life for German freedom and 
human brotherhood; Peter Kropotkin who left the 
Russian nobility to fight for liberty and who aton- 
ed for his “‘sin” with exile and imprisonment, and 
the conscience of modern England, James Max- 
ton. Our “European nation” had its own culture, 
philosophy and literature— Romain Roland in 
France, Thomas Mann in Germany, Bernard 
Shaw and Israel Zangwill in England. 


* * 


It was accepted for a long time that every cul- 
tured person has two homelands: his own and 
Paris, the free, cultural, artistic and democratic 
Paris. Every person is bound to his homeland 
but people who rise above the humdrum, strive 
for something higher—Paris. Some other city 
may be substituted for it. Thus I consider Lon- 
don and not Paris as my second homeland. 

* * x 


Particularly now that Jews are denied civil and 
human rights, the right to live and to work, on 


‘the hypocritical ground that they are “a people 


without a homeland,” now that all humanity is 
endangered, the best and most humanitarian 
spirits who look to the future strive to gain a 
second homeland in addition to the land of their 
birth. 

“I love Germany and the Germans but I also 
love all the inhabitants of the earth . . . only this 
love confers on man his real worth.” These are 
the words of Heinrich Heine who proved with 
his whole life how deeply attached he was to Ger- 
many. The great Frenchman Lamartin echoed 
Heine’s call when he declared: “Truth is my 
homeland! He who agrees with me is mv com- 
patriot.” For one may be proud of his homeland 
only when he can be proud of the justice which 
animates its inhabitants. 

Truth and justice require that every man and 
every nation should aid those who are most op- 
pressed. Men of spirit who strive for a second 
homeland must declare: ‘My homeland is always 
among the oppressed.” The best creative spirits 
often sacrifice their lives for such a second home- 
land. Lord Byron gave his life for the cause of 
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’ enthusiasm. 





Greek national liberation. The two Polish her- 
oes, Dombrowski and Wrublewski, who headed 
the rebellion of 1863 also fought for French lib- 
erty. Is not Poland proud to this day that its 
legions and volunteers participated wherever any 
nation fought for its independence? The Polish 
legions who fought for Hungarian and Italian 
liberation and the share of Kosciusco in the Amer- 
ican struggle for independence are only a few 
noteworthy instances. Were not Joseph Pilsud- 
ski, Ignace Dashinski and Boleslav Limanowski 
proud of the fact that the first one to raise the 
banner of Polish freedom on a world wide scale 
was the Jew, the “stranger,” Karl Marx, for 
whom the barbarous partition of Poland served 
as a guiding force for the creation of the first 
workers’ International? Did not Karl Marx 
write in London as early as 1863 that the work- 


ers of the whole world must help the restoration 
of Poland? 


2k * * 


On the basis of my experience over a long per- 
iod of time and as a result of my contact and col- 
laboration with some of the best socialists in the 
world I say with certainty that the worth and the 
greatness of an internationalist is to be measured 
by the energy and the devotion which he accords 
to his second homeland. It was for this reason 
that the greatest Frenchman, Romain Rolland, 
wrote his book on Mahatma Gandi with so much 
It was for this reason that Fenner 
Brockway, one of the outstanding labor leaders, 
lived in India for some time, wrote enthusiastic- 
ally about it and endangered his position and even 
his life for the cause of its independence. 

These are not accidents. 
oppressed countries. The best Europeans take 
their place alongside the weak and the persecuted. 


* * Ox 


The second homeland is always with the most 
oppressed people struggling for its freedom and 
independence. The Jewish people must therefore 
be the second homeland for the noble spirits 
among all nations. Who else is today persecuted 
like the Jewish masses, who are now con- 
fronted with a union of the spirit of Chmielnicki 
and the exile from Spain, the Inquisition of the 
middle ages and modern fascism all of which 


‘ have allied themselves to destroy Jewry and to 


dishonor it? 
k ok x 


I am not in agreement with those who oppose 
assimilation under any circumstances. I believe 
that one should have the right to adopt another 
culture if he sincerely desires it. But this right is 
accorded to one only when his nation leads a free 
and happy life. Leaving one’s people at a time 
when it is oppressed and persecuted is disgusting 





China and India are’ 
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treason which should be condemned by all honest 
internationalists. 

No nation in the world is today tormented by 
big and petty tyrants as the Jewish people is. 
Today, this is the test for men of all nations— 
only he is a perfect man for whom the Jewish 
people is his second homeland for which he is 
ready to fight and, if necessary, to endanger his 
popularity. I do not speak of aid to others but 
of self defense, the defense of human qualities in 
man. The strength of humanity lies in prevent- 
ing violence to the weak. The Jewish people is 
now the target of the most brutal and shameful 


attack. Whoever abandons it is guilty of deser- 


tion—a step severely punishable in time of war. 
. = 4 

Now that the Jewish masses have undergone 
the extremes of tragedy and due to the heroic ef- 
forts of Jewish youth, pioneers and watchmen, 
Jewish workers, and intellectuals, the question of 
a Jewish state in Palestine has been posed before 
history, it is only just that all progressives should 
lend a friendly hand to the establishment of Jew- 
ish independence. It is the moral and political 
task of Jewish democrats, socialists and inter- 
nationalists to devote a maximum of energy to 
1) the defense of the Jewish people against total- 
itarian tyranny, 2) the historically creative task 
of normalizing the life of the persecuted Jewish 
masses by transforming them into a majority in 
their land and, if possible, also to attain political 
independence. 

* * * 

The pulse of the world now beats with added 
strength in two places: Barcelona and Jerusalem. 
The most feverish and glorious struggle is now 
being conducted on the fields of Madrid and Han- 
ita. The relationship between these two places is 
symbolic. The enemies of the Spanish people are 
also the enemies of the Jews. Victory over these 
enemies will be a triumph for humanity. 

Precisely because there is no prosperity now 
and Palestine finds itself in a difficult situation we 
are obliged to mobilize our forces in order to tip 
the scale in favor of labor Palestine. This is the 
motive that brought us to the Poale Zion and to 
the camp of militant labor Palestine. 
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Education for a Hostile World 


ROM TIME immemorial education has been 

a prepartion for life. The need for prepara- 
tion was imperative because life has ever been a 
struggle. Conflicts occurred between the indi- 
vidual and the outer environment. Education 
undertook to resolve the inner conflict and to 
mitigate the impact of environmental forces. As 
the environment increased in complexity, adapta- 
tion to it sharpened the turmoil within and the 
task of education grew more exacting. 

The educational pattern for Jewish youth dif- 
fered little pedagogically from that followed by 
Gentile youth. Psychologically, there was a 
marked divergence with respect to the problems 
of adjustment. The environment of the Jewish 
youth has almost always been adverse to normal 
psychologic growth. Economic and social dis- 
qualification tended to restrict the growth of 
personality. As a consequence, Jewish youth suf- 
fered from a feeling of inferiority which in many 
individuals and in many groups attained the pro- 
portions of a complex. ; 

Many psychologists profess to find evidence of 
the ravages of this Inferiority Complex in every 
member of the race. Some ascribe its presence to 
heredity; others, to conditioning. Whatever its 
genesis, it is undoubtedly a factor in the process 
of social adjustment. It will continue to plague 
the Jewish people unless it is first eradicated in the 
Jewish youth. 

So far as it is a product of environmental 
forces, it is aggravated by the persistence of un- 
favorable attitudes towards the critical Gentile 
world. There is the “soft pedal” approach to 
Gentile hostility. It imposes upon the Jew the 
necessity to avoid all conflicts, to practice self- 
effacement, and to cultivate unobtrusiveness. 
Rather than risk the chance of unpleasantness, the 
main highways of the world should be surrender- 
ed to the Gentile, while the Jew skulks through its 
alleys and laborious detours. The philosophy be- 
hind it would seem to be “a fight averted is a fight 
won.” The Christian virtue, humility, is diluted 
for Jewish consumption with the water of meek- 
ness. 

In an atmosphere shadowed by passivity, self- 
respect cannot thrive. It dies if it is darkened by 
clouds of self-resignafion. The “soft pedal” at- 
titude impels the Jew to flee from the “gabar- 
dine” defilers. Far more humiliating are the con- 
sequences of the “hush! hush!” attitude. In ef- 
fect, its counsel is to provide oneself with rubber- 
ized gabardines the better to withstand the spit- 
ting of the Jew baiters. It works its nefarious 
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purposes in quelling the resentments of abusive 
treatment and in intensifying the clamor of anti- 
Semitism. For the implicit assumption that re- 
sistance sharpens opposition only serves to inten- 
sify persecution. When resentment flames into a 
rebellious mood it is likely to be viewed in the 
manner of the Frenchman who, surprised at the 
charge of a tormented bull, was moved to exclaim, 
‘That beast! He defends himself when he is at- 
tacked!” And the Streichers and Edmondsons 
and Winrods return to the attack with greater 
brutality. 

It is the part of wisdom to avoid friction and 
to temper resentment. It is also a mark of com- 
mon sense to take refuge in cyclone cellars against 
the uncontrollable fury of tornados. Hitlerian 
anti-Semitism has assumed the magnitude of a 
tornado and the German Jews are forced to seek 
shelter. But in this country anti-Semitism has not 
yet assumed virulent form and neither the “soft 
pedal” nor the “‘hush! hush!” attitude can be con- 
strued as serving the purposes of cyclone cellars. 

Latterly these supine attitudes have been super- 
seded by a show of militancy. This is, however, 
a discreet and faltering militancy, a Wimpy, vicar- 
ious belligerence which translates the invitation, 
“Let’s you and him fight it out” into ‘Let the 
liberal Gentile combat anti-Semitism.”” Now, to 
call upon one’s big brother to fight one’s battles is 
a convenient expedient but it is a convenience pur- 
chased with self-respect. It perpetuates weakness 
in character and it fastens the stigma of coward- 
ice. Moreover, the Wimpy offensive does not 
deflect the attack for the hostile Gentile views the 
substitution as a sort of ventriloquism in which 
the Edgar Bergens and not the Charley McCar- 
thys are accorded recognition. We cannot raise 
our Jewish youth on a Wimpy psychology. There 
are not enough liberal Gentiles to provide every- 
one with a benevolent Big Brother in a world in 
which his ministrations are so badly needed. 

If militancy is to replace invertebrateness, let 
it be a thoroughgoing militancy. It might take 
the form of a ‘“‘so what!” attitude. It has many 
components; a reasoned aggressiveness guided by 
a Judicial mind; consciousness of blamelessness 
with respect to the indictments of anti-Semites; an 
acute awareness of the motives that incite persecu- 
tion; a buoyancy that derives from the “joy” that 
flows from the “‘strength”’ of spiritual Jewishness; 
the insulating armor of personal pride. Nature 
has endowed each individual with a measure of 
aggressiveness as a spearhead for the realization 
of the instinctive urges. Reason may be trusted 
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to restrain its headlong propensities and to temper 
its impact to the intensity of the forces to which 
it is opposed. It may also be trained to discrim- 
inate between the display of natural antipathies 
that arise from social friction and the gratuitous 
and conscious exhibitions of malice. The charge 
that Jewish leaders are prone to oversensitiveness 
in evaluating Gentile criticism is not entirely 
groundless. ‘The sense of discernment may be 
deepened by the realization that not a little of 
anti-Semitic rancor is but the easing of the 
stresses of environmental pressure to which every 
individual is subject. The Jew happens to be the 
nearest available lightning rod upon which the 
lightning passions readily converge. 

Since the Jew is fated to be converted into a 
psychologic lightning rod, he can mitigate the 
destructiveness of anti-Semitic lightning by ren- 
dering the charges as innocuous as possible. A 
feeling of buoyancy, even if artificially stimulated, 
desensitizes the individual and enables him to 
rally from the attacks upon his self-esteem. After 
all, our civilization has never been entirely free 
from persecutory eruptions and the anti-Semitic 
complex is but one more affliction in the long list 
of maladies that have plagued human relations. 

The Jew will simply have to inure himself to its 
ravages by viewing it as one of nature’s hazards 
alongside disease and floods. It calls for the cul- 
tivation of a boundless serenity. But faith in high 
ideals and fortitude that flows from them will con- 
fer upon him a measure of spiritual strength equal 
to the demands of a hostile environment. Such 
consumation will be accelerated if his horizons are 
not bounded by wailing walls and his courage is 
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not sapped by self-pity. The insulating armor of 
personal pride built on the solid rock of personal 
worth affords a foundation infinitely more durable 
and resistant than the sands of self-commiseration 
and fatalism. 

This goal is not impossible of realization. 
Courage may be taught. Psychology has discoy- 
ered many correctives for its distortion into rash- 
ness or cockiness. When it is translated into a 
“so what!” attitude it need not degenerate into 
foolhardiness. It should be carefully nurtured 
from childhood and fostered to mature into a 
philosophy of life: “I am a Jew with common 
human qualities. I face the world as an individual 
among individuals. My frailties are human frail- 
ties and as such are the common lot of all human 
beings. I'll strive to correct them with all the 
strength of my character. My failures are indi- 
vidual failures. I bespeak for them the same tol- 
erance accorded shortcomings of others. My per- 
sonality is the product of social forces which have 
left their imprint upon me as they have upon your 
personality. It has made me an individual with 
definite and distinctive human traits. I differ 
from other individuals as they differ from me. 
My Jewishness is merely my personality express- 
ing itself in action. If it is a stigma then every 
trait that is distinctively individualistic is a stigma. 
You may like me or dislike me. This is a privi- 
lege I may also choose to exercise. Your expres- 
sions of dislike are just one man’s opinion. As 
such I shall give it the consideration I think it de- 
serves. But I refuse to accord it magisterial 
force. Nor do I accept your judgment of its 
racial implications. I am a Jew. So what?” 


A Chapter In Self-Defense 


UR LIVES, conversation and newspapers 

are a strange medley these days. On the 
one hand, there is the terrifying tangle of Europe 
so close to us in every way, and the crop of poli- 
tical rumors and opinions on the future of Jewish 
Palestine, not too authentic probably, but depress- 
ing enough. And, on the other hand, in the face 
of economic depression and savage terrorism 
there is so much courage, selflessness, discipline 
and power of voluntary organization—the gifts 
afew decades of Palestine have developed in a 
scattered and abnormal people—that, living here, 
one cannot think of Zionism as the ‘“‘experiment”’ 
of newspaper talk and is conscious only of a driv- 
ing force that makes for boundless vitality, ability 
to face any future and develop despite any odds. 
here are, after all, worlds of significance in the 
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frequently drawn comparison between suicides in 
Vienna and continued growth and courageous self- 
defense in Palestine. 

Even in ordinary times the Palestinian Jewish 
community with its obligations not only to the 
mandatory government but to its own Zionist gov- 
ernment, is taxed to what outsiders consider an 
abnormal degree. In these extraordinary times 
the Histadruth’s special loan fund, ‘‘Mishan,”’ its 
“Redemption of Work” fund for combatting un- 
employment, and the somewhat similar, though 
not obligatory and far less successful and drastic, 
middle class ‘‘Redemption” fund make further 
financial demands on the extremely hard-pressed 
population. And now comes still another fund 
which, concerned with the most fundamental of 
all needs—self-defense, has taken it upon itself 
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to raise hundreds of thousands, perhaps more 
than a million dollars, in ways which manage 
somehow or other to touch every individual in 
the country. ‘“Kopher ha Yishuv” —The Com- 
munity’s Ransom”—is so much a matter of life 
and death that in the few weeks of its existence it 
has made astonishing progress and met every- 
where with eager response. 

Beyond the poetry of the name are simple geo- 
graphic and strategic truths. The terrible mass 
attacks of July during which bands numbering 
hundreds fell upon isolated Jewish villages served 
as a turning-point in the development of Jewish 
self-defense. It became obvious that a great 
*many settlements which had been able successfully 
to stave off small groups of assailants were built 
in such a way that they would not be able to cope 
with the new tactics. Their houses are widely 
scattered, there is no enclosure or fence of any 
kind and often no projectors or telephones by 
means of which to summon outside aid. Most 
tragic lack of all, in many smaller places there is 
insufficient man power, for when the same handful 
of persons must do the work in the fields and then 
act as watchmen at night, their strength and ner- 
vous energy are naturally exhausted by lack of 
sleep. How, for instance, could. twelve families 
continue indefinitely to be responsible for the safe- 
ty of a remote village in the mountains of Sama- 
ria? This at a.time when in the urban commu- 
nities there are still thousands whose lives have 
been touched only slightly or not at all by the 
dangers of the present situation. What Kopher 
ha Yishuv, in the last analysis, tries to do is to 
make a more even balance, both financially and in 
human terms, between the overburdened agricul- 
tural “front” and the comparatively safe large 
centers by utilizing the resources of the latter to 
strengthen the former. 

Palestinian youth from high school age on has 
shown itself admirably courageous and depend- 
able in the defense of the cities as well as in the 
rural districts, and there was no doubt that a call 
for volunteers to go to the outlying and weak vil- 
lages would be willingly answered. However, 
here too, finances were the main difficulty for 
though the volunteers would naturally receive no 
salary, very few settlements could afford to meet 
the cost of their maintenance, estimated at four 
pounds per man per month—thousands of pounds 
in all. At the beginning of August careful bud- 
geting demonstrated to the National Council’s 
specially appointed Security Committee that at 
least 50,000£P. would be required to meet the 
most pressing needs of just the next two months 
—the maintenance of volunteers, the provision of 
fences, sentry posts and projectors, the armoring 
of trucks in which settlers go out to work. Pro- 
jectors cost anywhere from 5 to 150 pounds a 
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piece; materials in a typical fence—labor is fur. 
nished by the settlers themselves—may amount to 
more than 200°pounds; a small stretch of road 
paved for the village of Ramat ha Kovesh cost 
over 300 pounds. “Give us one projector and 
another concrete wall and we'll never leave our 
homes,” said a committee representing the Kurd. 
ish Jews who live in a tiny settlement bordering 
on Kiriat Haroshet-of tragic fame. 

How was the money to be raised, the volun. 
teering to be supervised? The Security Commit. 
tee, which, it must be stressed, is thoroughly rep. 
resentative of all groups in the population except 
the Revisionists (who are opposed to Kopher ha 
Yishuv as to all national funds), appointed a 
national secretariat of seven persons, one in Hai- 
fa, one in Jerusalem and the other five in Tel 
Aviv. Tel Aviv is, of course, in every way the 
focal point of all the activity since it is the largest 
and wealthiest community and, inasmuch as it is 
all-Jewish, needs to spend less of its energy on de- 
fending itself. All the members of the secretariat 
work without pay as do the six hundred or so cler- 
ical assistants, bookkeepers, volunteers engaged 
in soliciting funds and administering the other 
activities of Kopher ha Yishuv throughout the 
country. It was one of the first tasks of the Ko- 
pher ha Yishuv staff to select the fittest from 
among the thousands who volunteered to go to 
the defense of the villages. Many of them were 
established people with families and permanent 
positions or professions; a goodly number were 
free for only two weeks, the period of their annual 
vacation. The response was so great that after a 
fortnight enlistment was temporarily suspended. 
1,200 persons, mostly from Tel Aviv, were sent 
to the aid of seventy-five settlements (places like 
Nahalal, Dagania or Ain Harod, it should be 
noted, get no reinforcements—they are consider- 
ed strong enough to depend on themselves). One 
of the volunteers, a trained agronomist and gov: 
ernment employee, was killed during the first 
week of his service, and the problem of helping 
his family now concerns Kopher ha Yishuv. 

Direct and practically universal contribution to 
public funds is no novelty in Palestine. In ad- 
dressing itself particularly to the wealthier mem- 
bers of the community (the rank-and-file worker 
has been taxed to the limit within the Histadruth) 
Kopher ha Yishuv followed the example of the 
“Redemption of Work” campaign in setting up a 
definite scale of contributions—in this case rang: 
ing from 1% of the annual income of those who 
earn 15£P. a month to 4% of the annual income 
of those who earn from 40-50£P. a month. Be: 
yond 50£P. individual assessments will be deter- 
mined by the aid of special committees represent: 
ing the chief occupational groups. Organized, 
universal solicitation is just beginning, but thov- 
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sands have already voluntarily brought in their 
contributions—in some cases, very large sums. 

If direct contributions are expected mainly 
from the comparatively well-to-do, indirect con- 
tributions—by an ingenious system of taxation— 
come from the entire community. There is the 
travellers’ tax, the amusement tax, the smokers’ 
tax. The names are vaguely reminiscent of Amer- 
ican luxury taxes, but it must be remembered that 
the basis is entirely voluntary—every member of 
the Jewish community pays but there is no legal 
force that can constrain him to do so. When he 
rides in an autobus or taxi on the interurban or 
rural lines or buys an eleven-trip ticket on his 
municipal bus he pays his tax according to the 
amount of his ticket. When he buys a box of 
cigarettes manufactured in Palestine, he pays, in 
American terms, one cent on fifteen. Just as the 
collection of the travellers’ tax is supervised by 
the bus cooperatives, the cigarette tax is collected 
with the help of the manufacturers and retail 
shopkeepers and will, it is estimated, bring in 
2,000£P. a month in Tel Aviv alone. 

One indirect tax after another was inaugurated 
during the month of August and the finances of 
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Kopher ha Yishuv have thus gradually—and suc- 
cessfully—gotten under way. The list of its ac- 
complishments during the first month of its exist- 
ence sounds almost incredible. Besides sending 
out volunteers, it erected fences in 46 settlements, 
strengthened the defenses of 18, gave projectors 
and telephones to 13, armored trucks for 9, and 
aided the self-defense of the cities, now them- 
selves particularly hard-pressed. 

Kopher ha Yishuv has done so much to pump 
fresh blood into the veins of Jewish self-defense 
that it is difficult to imagine how many lives and 
strategic positions it must already have saved. It 
has come to mean so much in our life here that. 
one can accept at face value, and be deeply moved” 
by, the strangely rhetorical posters that cover the 
streets of Tel Aviv and that would be so com- 
pletely out of place in any Anglo-Saxon city. 
“You,” say the posters to the inhabitants of Tel 
Aviv, “‘are the rear-guard behind the front. The 
men at the front with plough and sword stand 
face to face with death, offering the most precious 
gift humanity can give—their lives. Give them 
only a little payment for the protection of your 
body and your soul—ransom for your life.” 
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America Meets Palestine 


NLY RARELY does a meeting in honor of a 

guest become transformed into an occasion 
for an earnest reckoning of the situation. But 
this is just what happened. A modest meeting to 
greet a guest assumed the nature of a historic 
gathering. It occurred in the hall of the women 
workers’ training school in Tel Aviv. The rep- 
resentatives of the Histadruth met to welcome 
Dr. Goldman, newly-elected president of the 
Zionist Organization of America. Differences 
between hosts and guest disappeared in the seri- 
ousness of the moment and the words of both tes- 
tified to their unity of purpose and thought. 

Shprintzak struck the keynote. A great task 
confronts American Jewry—to put its energies 
and intelligence at the service of a rapid upbuild- 
ing of Palestine. As representative of his com- 
munity, Dr. Goldman understood that his first 
step, after being elected, should be to visit the 
Jews of Warsaw and Vienna, to see the Jewish 
community in Palestine in its heroic struggle. 

We are ready to bear our suffering honorably 
and bravely. We will not be vanquished. But 
one condition is necessary—we must know that in 
America there is a sympathetic response and that 
American Jewry will fulfill its duty. When the 
Balfour Declaration was granted in 1917 our 
hopes soared high. Russian Jewry, numbering 
six million, was a powerful force. The Jews of 
Germany, America and other countries were in- 
fluential. Today Russian Jewry has been isolated 
from the rest of the people. German and Aus- 
trian Jews are crushed. Only the American 
Jewish community has been spared and its political 
and economic force must be mobilized to tip the 
scale. 

Golde Meyerson then spoke of the great con- 
cern that was felt by many Jews in Palestine 
about the reaction of the Jews in America to the 
events in the country. She pointed out that when 
American Zionists were asked to make a special 
effort outside of their obligations to the Keren 
Hayesod, they considered it to be an imposition. 
“What,” she asked, “if the workers of Ramat 
Hakovesh, who buried eight murdered comrades 
in one day, were to declare that they cannot con- 
tinue to endanger their lives?’ There must be 
no such division of roles that one should enjoy all 
the privileges while the other should assume all 
the responsibilities. The Zionist movement must 
stand united in its efforts. 

Remez, the last speaker, recalled some of the 
opportunities that were lost in the past. He said: 
“We pay dearly for the slow tempo of our work 
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in years gone by. True, we were not the sole 
molders of the fate of Palestine. But to a large 
extent we could have influenced its development 
during the past twenty years. We have utilized 
only a small share of our opportunities. How 
can one explain the fact that the port of Tel Aviv, 
our greatest achievement during the period of ter- 
or, cannot be properly developed because we lack 
a million dollars to invest in it thus causing hun- 
dreds of laborers to remain unemployed? This 
is only one example out of many.” 

Dr. Goldman’s reply breathed the spirit of 
earnestness. Listening to him one felt that here 
was not just another “president” from America 
but a brother who shares sorrow and joy and 
fate. He spoke of the need to win the youth 
through education, of the necessity to transform 
lukewarm “Zionists” into sincere, devoted adher- 
ents. 

The two important forces in the upbuilding of 
Palestine—American Zionists and the Palestine 
labor movement—met at this gathering. All 
hearts were filled with concern for the fate of the 
people. How to open wide the gates of the land 
for the Jews of Warsaw and Vienna who have no 
other way and no other hope but Palestine was 
the question that agitated everyone. The answer 
to this question lies in America. And when the 
leader of American Zionists spoke to us with sin- 
cerity and understanding we knew that there 
could be no better spokesman of our cause in 
America than he. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 








LIBERALS SHOULD BE WARNED 
Sir: 

I am glad to hear that Mr. Drucker is opposed to Nazism 
and does not consider the ‘‘Social Revolution” in Austria 
“with hardly disguised delight’. But those who read his 
article in the New Republic of July 6 must have received 
that impression. In any case I sincerely regret the above 
expression if by using it I have hurt his feelings. 

Now let us consider Mr. Drucker’s factual denials. 
First: I did not quote him as saying that fascism realizes 
socialism and establishes a classless society. I did state 
that in his opinion fascism breaks the power of the bour- 
geoisie and establishes a classless society, and even this 
expression was used not as a quotation from Mr. Drucker 
but as a logical conclusion from his “facts”. When he 
says that Hitler’s march into Vienna resulted in ‘“‘one of the 
most thoroughgoing social revolutions’ and that ‘within 
48 hours the Austrian bourgeoisie was actually liquidated” 
I felt justified in reaching the above conclusion. His as- 
sertion that that ‘‘revolution’’ benefits Germany’s military 
machine, does not affect its basic character. One may just 
as well say that the five year plan in Russia primarily bene- 
fis the Red army and this statement, perfectly true in 
itself, does not deprive it of its socialistic character. 

Second: Mr. Drucker denies that he ever said that Jews 
form the great majority of Vienna’s bourgeois class. He 
even quotes from his article the statement that “only a 
small part of former Vienna’s bourgeoisie is Jewish”. In 
using this sentence for a post mortem justification Mr. 
Drucker omits its second halt and thus distorts its meaning. 
In his article this sentence reads as follows: ‘Contrary 
to all official German statements only a small part of the 
former Viennese bourgeoisie is Jewish, as this term is 
understood west of the Rhine’. 

This is senseless because no official German statements 
(by that Mr. Drucker means Nazi propaganda) use the 
term “Jewish” in the West European: sense of the word. 
When Nazis speak of Jewish domination, they always 
conceive “‘Jews’’ to include “‘non-Aryans” as well. Applied 
to Jews in the racial sense of the word, Mr. Drucker’s 
article strongly supports the Nazi-thesis. It says clearly 
and unmistakably (p. 240) that “non-Aryans constitute 75 
to 90% of the propertied white collar and professional 
classes,” and that practically ‘““Vienna’s entire bourgeoisie 
is non-Aryan”. Both in Mr. Drucker’s “facts” on Jewish 
economic domination, and in my denial Jews are clearly 
meant in the Nazi sense of the word. I deny that Jews, 
even in the racial sense of the word, form the majority of 
Austria’s bourgeoisie. This, and only this, is the crux 
of our controversy. 

Third: Mr. Drucker accuses me of “falsifying” his fig- 
ures by using a total of 1,300,000 Jews and ‘“‘non-Aryans” 
in Vienna. This figure is based on two assertions made 
in his article. One is that there are up to 650,000 
Jewish and non-Aryan bourgeois in Vienna, and the 
second is that half of Vienna’s Jews are proletarians. By 
using simple arithmetic, by adding to the 650,000 mem- 
bers of the middle and upper classes the equal number of 
ptoletarians, I unavoidably arrived at the total figure of 
— It is an absurd figure, but this is Mr. Drucker’s 
ault. 

To extricate himself from this figure, clearly implied in 
his own “‘statistics’, Mr. Drucker now states that there 
are 550 to 650,000 Jewish and non-Aryan bourgeois, and 
80 to 100,000 Jewish proletarians in Vienna. Does Mr. 
Drucker believe that half of Vienna’s Jews—in the stricter 
sense of the word—are proletarians while the non-Aryans 
are all bourgeois without exception? Is he unaware of 
the fact, that after 1918, under the sway of the Social 


Democrats in Vienna, the abandonment of the Jewish 
religious community by proletarians proceeded on a much 
larger scale than by bourgeois? 

Fourth: To justify the facile use of exaggerated figures 
Mr. Drucker quotes from other authors who made the 
same mistake. Most people who are touching upon the 
“non-Aryan” problem in their books and writings—and 
this includes Mr. Lennhoff as well as Mr. Drucker—did 
not make an original effort to establish the facts. They 
gullibly accept the “popular” figures heard in Vienna's 
coffee houses. Such “figures” are always tinged with 
politics and in this case both sides are naturally inclined 
to exaggerate. The Nazis are interested in picturing the 
“Jewish danger” as of great magnitude, and they find, in 
the nebulous sphere of the racial theory, the best op- 
portunity of instilling fear of Jewish domination. The 
anti-Nazis, considering “‘Aryanism’ nonsense, are always 
ready to show that there is no such thing as a pure race. 
They point gleefully to the “Jewish face” of Herr Goeb- 
bels, and question the ancestry of Hitler himself. It is 
easy, however, to find a basis for a scientific estimate of the 
maximum number of non-Aryans subject to Nazi persecu- 
tion because of their race. As a matter of fact, not all 
descendants of baptized Jews are subject to Nazi persecu- 
tion. If a Jew denounced his religion and then married 
a gentile woman, his children, unless they in turn married 
a Jewish person, which is rather the exception, are now 
Aryans in the legal sense of the word. 

In other words, the total number of non-Aryans to 
whom the Nurenberg laws do apply must bear a definite 
relation to the number of Jews who left their religious 
community during the last two generations. Taking into 
consideration their natural increase, and excluding the 
large percentage of those who by marriage with Gentiles 
of “pure” Aryan blood, saved their children from the 
stigma of non-Aryanism, we may, by being generous in 
dubious cases, arrive at a maximum total to whom the 
Nuremberg laws naturally apply. This was the method 
used in my calculation. Unless Mr. Drucker is ready to 
pi. my figures by challenging their underlying basis, 
and offering a better method of estimating the number of 
the non-Aryans, he will forgive me if I will simply ignore 
his figures, and the “authorities” on whom he relies. 


At the end of his letter Mr. Drucker, abandons the 
treacherous ground of “facts”, and gives us some general 
advice. However, he must know that the Poale Zion, to 
whom the author is proud to belong, never considered 
anti-Semitism as just “rabble rousing”. We understood 
its social-economic foundations many years before others 
began to see the light, and our solution of the Jewish 
problem was largely built on this deeper understanding 
of surrounding realities. 

Mr. Drucker’s second advice—to avoid printing ‘“‘insinu- 
ations” against a magazine that has been valiantly fighting 
for freedom and liberty, such as the New Republic, is still 
more ill advised. It is not an “insinuation’’ to warn 
sincere liberals of “color blindness” in their attitude to- 
wards the Jewish problem. 


As an example of such ‘“‘color blindness” I may 
point to the attitude adopted towards the Jewish problem 
by Friedrich Austerlitz, the late editor of Vienna’s “Arbei- 
terzeitsing”, who like Mr. Drucker was a ‘“‘non-Jew and 
non-Aryan”. Austerlitz, supported by other ‘“‘non-Aryan” 
leaders of the Austrian Social Democrats, ignored on one 
hand the serious aspects of the Jewish probiem in his 
otherwise excellent paper, and on the other occasionally 
gave in to the anti-Jewish prejudices of Austria’s workers 
by “genre” descriptions in its secondary pages. Many 
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EARTHY TALES 


THE RIVER BREAKS UP. By I. J. Singer. Translated 
from the Yiddish by Maurice Samuel. New York: 
Alfred A. Knopf. 368 pages. $2.50. 


READERS of “The Brothers Ashkenazi,” this book 
of Stories by I. J. Singer will come as a pleasant sur- 
prise. It will tickle their fancy, as it did your reviewer's, 
to make their own discovery of Singer's versatility. This 
is not just another gathering of flying chips from a novel- 
ist’s workshop, of repetitious finger exercises left over 
from the author's most recent novel, with their dependence 
on that novel in both manner and stuff only thinly dis- 
guised. Each of these stories is something of an achieve- 
ment in its own right. We find in them little of the 
dramatic intensity, none of the driving power, none of the 
neck-breaking swiftness that carried the reader of “The 
Brothers Ashkenazi” from chapter to chapter into the wee 
hours of the night. But they possess a poetry and a pathos 
that was frequently absent from that work. Here is very 
little of the conscious historical concern with social and 
economic landscape, and none of the tracing of ideological 
cross-currents that filled the pages of the novel. But we 
encounter here delicately drawn characterization that makes 
even the major figures in “The Brothers Ashkenazi” ap- 
pear a bit mechanical by comparison. 

The scene has changed, and the mood has changed to 
fit the scene. Only four of the stories have an urban set- 
ting, and of these only one gives any hint of an industrial 
civilization in the distant background. The life portrayed 
here, Jewish life for the most part, is lived on the farm, 
in the hamlets and towns, on the rivers and roads of East- 
ern Europe, during the first two decades of this century. 
The pace throughout is slow, leisurely, the mood contem- 
plative, at times even elegiac, but an earthy, fleshy natural- 
ism and a rare gift for observation are the basic ingred- 
ients. These are largely stories of individuals rather than 
stories of plot. They are vignettes of children, of men 
and women, of peddlers, jewelry-dealers, rag-pickers, pea- 
sants, teamsters, Hassidim, inn-keepers, cattle-dealers, in 
one case, of a dog, and of the curious, often grotesque 
situations in which they are caught. On many a page the 
eye is arrested by a shrewd, mocking irony flickering 
around the edges of the words. If the acidic content is 
never as high as in the stories of a Ring Lardner, or in the 
sketches of a Tchekhov, it is because Singer’s mockery 
is directed as often at the situation, at the helplessness, 
frustration, or poverty, as against the individuals in their 
strangle-hold. 





years ago we warned the color blind leaders of the Austrian 
Social Democrats that this policy makes Vienna’s workers 
susceptible to anti-Semitism, but only after Hitler’s triumph 
did some of them recognize their mistake. 

Similar results were achieved by the Prussian Commu- 
nists who voted in 1932, because of “deep” tactical rea- 
sons, for a Nazi proposal to confiscate the property of the 
“Ostjuden”. A like result is being achieved by articles 
similar to that of Mr. Drucker on the “Social Revolution” 
in Austria. ' 

We firmly believe that the liberal editors of the New 
Republic whose courageous treatment of other human 
problems deserves the greatest respect, are immune to the 
totalitarian mentality which looks upon every criticism, 
however honest and well-meaning, as an “insinuation” de- 
serving severe penalty. 

ABRAHAM REVUSKY 
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Singer has a deep sympathy for those dumb springs of 
human action, biological and otherwise, which break 
through in unexpected places, or suffer a queer metamor. 
phosis when inhibited by poverty, mores, social barriers, or 
obstacles of nature: sympathy for Hendel, in the story 
called “Blood,” whose full-breasted body is no match for 
the emaciated Kabbalist her father married her to; sym- 
pathy for her husband whose weakness avenges itself on 
the son, and for the son whose mixed blood carries him 
relentlessly through a confused childhood to a tormented 
manhood; for Joel, in “Clay Pits,” whose clay-modelling 
fingers itch to work at immense stone statues like those he 
saw in church being carved by the man with the big mous. 
taches, but whose father apprentices him to a cap-maker; 
for the huge-bodied Jew in the opening story, who, on the 
road away from home, is often untrue to his wife, and 
fathers many a dark-haired child among the flaxen-haired 
peasants, but who goes to his death because he must be 
home for Passover; sympathy for Father Gensti in “Old 
City,” who never fails to slip an antique trifle into the 
back pocket of his cassock, and for Fabian, owner of the 
antique shop, who perversely encourages the priest's mania 
for stealing by deliberately placing these trifles in his way, 
and whose ingenuity arranges Sunday night dances at 
which he studies female anatomy under the guise of danc- 
ing lessons; and sympathy for Sender Praguer, whose lech- 
erous philosophy is vindicated by the total failure of his 
one departure from it, and by Moritz’s unhesitating adop- 
tion of what amounts to the same philosophy, immediately 
after Sender’s paralysis. Ultimately, the behavior of these 
human beings is no more blameworthy or praiseworthy 
than, and is treated in the same manner as, the behavior of 
Fabian’s cat who cannot resist the temptation of canary 
flesh, or of Luke, the dog who needs the garbage heap 
when he is hungry and his bitch when mating time rolls 
around, in spite of the civilizing influence of their re- 
spective masters. 

There are other stories worthy of special mention. The 
homelessness of the Jew is touchingly symbolized in “A 
Stranger.” Moritz Spielrein, the miserly old jewelry- 
dealer who spends the winter months of every year in bed, 
is a memorably etched portrait. ‘Doctor Georgie,” the 
only story with an American setting, shows the author's 
astonishingly firm grasp of the rhythm of American-Jew- 
ish life and the cadence of American speech, after only a 
few years of residence in this country. Maurice Samuel's 
translation once more has the fine finish we have grown 
accustomed to expect from his pen. It makes a pleasant 
sport to try to detect the homely Yiddish phrase or prov- 
erb behind the English words, and to see how well they 
click in translation. ‘Man thinks and God winks” is 


typical. 

It may not be out of place here to call attention to two 
minor slips that ought to be corrected. Both occur in 
“Blood.” At the top of page 265, Jews returning from 
the synagogue on the Sabbath should not be made to carry 
their prayer-books and prayer-shawls; it is an infraction 
of the laws of Sabbath observance. On page 240, a Bib- 
lical song is identified (from all indications, not by the 
boys in the story, but by the author, or perhaps by the 
translator in his attempt to elucidate) as Deborah’s. Ac- 
tually the quotation, a bit garbled (by the boys in the story 
we hope), is of course Miriam’s variant revitition of 4 
verse in the song of Moses, both in Exodus XV. 

ISAAC FRANCK. 
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THE PROBLEM OF POLAND 


THE NEW POLAND AND THE JEWS, by Simon Segal, 
Lee Furman, Inc., New York, 1938. 223 pages. $2.00. 


HOSE WHO follow closely events in Poland are 

tragically impressed by the rapid economic and political 
deterioration of the second largest Jewish community in 
the world. A number of factors conspired to render the 
situation of the Jews in the new Poland critical and acute. 
To Dr. Segal the credit is due of having been the first 
to attempt to give the English reader a precise and system- 
atic account of the nature of the Jewish problem against 
the general perspective of political and economic events in 
Poland. 

The principal thesis of the author, insofar as the Jewish 
question is concerned, is that anti-Semitism is a lure and a 
blind employed by Polish reaction to distract the attention 
of the a from the true causes of their economic and 

litical misery. The so-called Jewish question, as Dr. 

gal would have it, is the result of the failure of the 
tulers of Poland to predicate the political, economic, and 
social policies of the reborn land upon the true interests of 
the people as a whole. The re-establishment of Poland 
in 1918, confronted the new State with the difficult prob- 
lems of reconstructing her national economy and of evolv-, 
ing a suitable system of government. Fundamental to a 
sound economic reconstruction of the country was the need 
of a thoroughgoing agrarian reform, which involved the 
breaking up of the large landed estates. Unfortunately, 
the execution of this urgent reform was prevented by the 
influence of the landed interests upon the successive gov- 
ernments. The early democratic regime, which was em- 
bodied in the Constitution of 1921, gave way in 1926 to 
a modified form of dictatorship et the late Marshal 
Pilsudski, which continues until the present day. The 
failure to carry out the necessary reforms gave rise to the 
pressing problem of agricultural unemployment and “sur- 
plus” population. 

Meanwhile, the Government tried to placate the peas- 
ants at the expense of the towns and cities, which were 
largely Jewish. Already hard pressed for capital, and 
“ey in their initiative by the devastations of the war 
and its aftermath, the towns and cities were subjected to a 
system of repressive taxation and other discriminatory 
measures. The hostile attitude of the Government only 
retarded the industrial and commercial development of the 
country. Thus the towns and cities were ill-prepared to 
absorb the dynamically growing population of the villages. 
Taking the course of least resistance, the government en- 
couraged the drive upon the Jewish economic positions, 
which corresponded with the avowed purposes of the 
traditional anti-Semitic parties and which formed a link 
between them. 

It is difficult not to agree with the conclusions of the 
author that “‘the so-called Jewish problem in Poland is not 
the problem of the Jews alone, but of the entire Polish 
nation, to be solved by it, and within its own borders on 
democratic lines.” Yet, it seems to me that Dr. Segal’s 
teduction of anti-Semitism to a matter of a lure and a 
blind of Polish reaction, contributes little to an under- 
standing of the Jewish question in Poland. The author 
failed to take into account the nature of the social revolu- 
tion now going on in Poland—the growth of a Christian 
middle class whose development is fostered by consider- 
ations of a national-political character. Poland is a multi- 
national state with the Polish nation as the largest nation- 
ality. It has become the growing conviction among prac- 
tically all classes of Poles that the continuity of the Polish 
State and its position as a great European power, depends 
upon the complete mastery by the dominant nation over all 
fields of political, economic and cultural life and its control © 
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of the towns and cities. They view the presence of the 
Jews in the cities as an impediment to their ambitions, es- 
pecially in a D igprg of limited economic opportunities, 
which is outside of the control of a single nation. In a 
sense, the Jewish problem is part of the larger minorities 
problem in Poland. But, whereas with respect to the other 
minorities Poland entertains illusions of eventual assimila- 
tion, she rejects the very thought of assimilation of the 
Jewish population and refuses its admission to the body 
politic. In the presence of national-political considerations, 
all economic reasons fall to the ground. It is this fact 
which deepens the tragedy of the Jewish problem in 
Poland. 

Dr. Segal sees the solution of the Jewish problem in 
Poland in the success of the forces working against reaction. 
He suggests the fulfillment of agrarian reform, the indus- 
trialization of the country and the return to democracy as 
the way out of the political and economic impasse. But 
the success of the forces against reaction depends upon 
many factors which are beyond their control. The reaction 
in Poland is part of the general reaction in the world today. 
The future of Poland, as well as the easing of its Jewish 
question is inextricably connected with the solution of the 
world-wide issues which are now being fought out in the 
international scene. 

The reviewer missed in the appended bibliography the 
works of some of the outstanding authorities on Poland, 
especially those of Jacob Leszczynski, which are well known 
to the readers of the “Jewish Frontier’. 

MosEs Moskow!ITz 
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IN THE PARTY 








The annual conference of the Poale 
Zion-Zeiere Zion Party will convene 
this year in the Hotel Mayflower, 
Lakewood, New Jersey. It will open 
on October 27th, and continue through 
Octiber 27th and 28th. 

Because of the vital importance of 
the problems on the agenda, it is ex- 
pected that the conference will have 
an unusually large attendance. The 
Middle West will be represented at 
the conference with delegates from 
Chicago, Minneapolis, St. Louis and 
other cities. 

Among the problems to be dis- 
cussed, the lead will be taken by the 
Party attitude towards the American 
Jewish Congress and the General 
Council for the Defense of Jewish 
Rights (the so-called Pittsburgh 
Council). Another topic will be the 
coordination of the money-raising ac- 
tivities in which the Party is engaged, 
and the ways and means of increasing 
the participation of the Party in the 
funds of the Zionist movement. 

The conferences will be addressed 
by two distinguished guests: Baruch 
Zuckerman, one of the founders and 
leaders of the American Party, who in 
recent years has been prominent in 
Zionist and Jewish affairs in Europe; 
and P. Rashish, secretary of the World 
Hechalutz Organization, who is now 
visiting this country. 

At the close of the Conference the 
delegates will depart for New York 
City where they will participate in the 
sessions of the American Jewish 
Congress. | 


The Metropolitan Branch 
in New York 


At the end of the summer season 
the four New York branches merged 
to form the Metropolitan Branch. 

The first project launched by the 
branch was the Emergency Notrim 
Fund for which the quota of 150 dol- 
lars has already been raised. 

The first meeting of the season was 
held on September 17, at which the 
chaverim Yishai Bronitzky and Levi 
Soshuk, having just returned from a 
three months visit to Palestine, re- 
ported of the effects of the terror on 
the Yishuv, and the general develop- 
ments of the country. At the forth- 
coming meeting on Sunday, October 
2nd, Nathan Guttman, secretary of 
the Hechalutz, will discuss the politi- 
cal situation in Zionism. 

The immediate projects of the 
branch are: an extensive membership 
campaign; the raising of the Oifboi 
Fund quota; and the establishment of 
a permanent center in Manhattan. A 
series of forums and mass meetings 
are being arranged. 
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YOUTH TRAINING 


A Project Undertaken by the League 


for Labor Palestine 


HE LEAGUE has initiated a special project in sup- 

port of the agricultural and industrial training insti- 
tutions, under the auspices of the Histadrut, in Palestine. 
Our chapters, throughout the country, will soon launch 
various affairs in order to raise their allotted quotas for 
this project. It should be stated at the outset, that this 
is not a new campaign (direct solicitation for funds), but 
a League enterprise in the form of chapter activities. The 
League continues to participate in the Geverkshaften Cam- 
paign and the Jewish National Fund; it has undertaken 
the project in ordef to help meet a specific need of the 
Yishub. 

The need for training the younger generation of our 
pioneers in Palestine in the spirit and on the principles of 
the Histadrut has become paramount particularly during 
the present critical situation in our National Homeland. 
Whatever the reports of the Royal Commissions have been 
or may be in the future, our work in Palestine is going 
on, and must continue to go on, even at greater pace. 
In the past year, nineteen new colonies have been estab- 
lished—a remarkable record in view of the great obstacles 
and dangers involved. But that is only the beginning of 
a program of expansion of our Yishub throughout the 
country, which has been undertaken at the initiative and 
under the guidance of the Histadrut. The demand of the 
hour is, qualified human material for further colonization. 

This may require a new orientation in the problems 
which will face the Yishub at least within the next few 
years. The basis of our entire colonization work in Pales- 
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tine is immigration. While the gates of the country are at 
present practically closed, we do not for a moment think 
of retreating from our demand that the government allow 
a free Jewish immigration into Palestine, within the 
limits of its economic absorptive capacity. But the polit- 
ical situation in Palestine and the Near East is so muddled 
that one hesitates to predict what will be the next 
step of the Mandatory Government in its policy on im- 
migration. We are racing against time. Yet, though we 
may not be able to hasten the dispersion of the dark clouds 
on the political horizon, we are still in a position to ac- | 
celerate the economic growth of the Yishub, to acquire 
more land, build new settlements and establish many more 
industrial enterprises. For that we need, besides capital, 
the necessary man-power, and since we cannot for the 
present count on a large influx of immigration, we must 
turn our attention to the reservoir of human energy which 
springs from the rising generation in Palestine itself. 

Our orientation should be in the direction of bringing 
up this new generation for productive colonization in 
agriculture and industry. There is a danger lurking in 
Palestine that the younger generation will turn to com- 
merce and the liberal professions and will thus diminish 
our prospects for continued expansion on the soil and in 
the basic industries. In the “Economic Survey of Pales- 
tine” by D. Horowitz and Rita Hinden (recently published 
by the Jewish Agency Economic Research Institute), it is 
revealed that the percentage engaged in trade has increased 
from 19% in 1931, to 21% in 1936, and that the number 
of persons in liberal professions and administration has 
risen during the same period from 13.8% to 16% of the 
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total Jewish population. From a national point of view A 
(and eventually also from the point of view of the in- ag 
dividual), it may result in a calamity for the entire Yishub. Em 
The bulwark against this danger, is the educational THE DETROIT CHAPTERS : 
system of the Histadrut which fosters the spirit of Halu- of the os 
tziut and national responsibility. The youth, the native tine 
as well as the immigrant, that has been brought up in the LEAGUE FOR LABOR PALESTINE sate 
cooperatives and collectives under the supervision of the Bori 
Histadrut, will furnish the pioneers who will blaze the C70 * GNU B 
trails for new Jewish habitations wherever we possess un- $18 
cultivated tracts of land. But, while our youth is eager to extend their best wishes for a Happy and $50. 
assume this national responsibility, and even make sac- Prosperous New Year to the League Members Balt 
rifices for it, they must not be sent to new outposts with- $45. 
out the proper equipment. Settling a new colony in a throughout the country and to the builders and —$ 
desolate region, like Hanita, is an enterprise which requires valiant defenders of our Homeland. - 
not only pioneering fervor, but also, if not primarily, tech- $5 0 
nical skills, knowledge and preparation. Let us dedicate ourselves with renewed faith gele 
At present, the younger generation of our pioneers re- : , P 
ceive as ene se in the schools a the His- and vigor to the defense of our rights and to affa 
tadrut, in the Kvutzot, Moshavim, and in the cities. But the realization of our constructive and liberat- Succ 
they have little opportunity to go beyond the elementa . . . tem 
ten, especially {* iiiaied industrial and eedouiearst Ee aN. Miss 
training. The Histadrut has recognized this deficiency and the ¢ 
has begun to develop a system of secondary educational THE DETROIT CHAPTERS Neu 
institutions which will meet this need. It now has under O 
its auspices the following establishments: The Max Pine M. LIEBERMAN... ncnnn Chairman of Unit I will 
Trade School in Tel Aviv, founded in 1933 (The build- REBECCA SANDERB..........Chairman of Unit II 8th, 
ing was erected in 1935), with an annual enrolment of , : way 
125 boys, ages 15 to 19 years. But the building is not SELMA WINEMAN....... Chairman of Unit Ill Orck 
completed, the equipment inadequate, and the manage- PEARL BLOCK. Secretary of Council Chor 
ment is burdened with a heavy deficit. The Max Pine will 
School is now opening a branch in Jerusalem. In ad- Ales 
dition to this training school, the Histadrut has opened Tl 
three district secondary schools in Yagur, Givat Hashlosha, Leag 
and Kfar Yeladim. (The District School in Givat Ha- activ 
shlosha has recently extended its facilities for truck gard- Septe 
ening, poultry, bee culture, citrus, and other plantations, by A 
and has now opened the third grade which will be de- THE GENERAL EXECUTIVE Nati 
voted primarily to theoretical and practical agricultural This 
training). These schools are only at their first stage of of the Ben 
development, not having as yet the full equipment and _ 
staff, or even the proper housing. JEWISH NATIONAL WORKERS’ ALLIANCE * 
One can readily see that the present training facilities East 
which the Histadrut has at its disposal are totally inadequ- TI 
ate to meet the great needs of the hour. The Histadrut has ~r7e * GND the 
undertaken to establish three more distric schools (in Regic 
Gush Harod, Emek Hayarden and Gush Hakishon) and is ey 
also contemplating the founding of a teachers seminary. extends its hearty New Year's Greetings to all Hote 
The system will grow and develop and will eventually : : ; : 
embrace every phase of agricultural and industrial pre- chaverim of the Alliance, of our movement in a 
paration that our youth in Palestine may require for its America, Palestine and other parts of the oumt 
continued colonization activities. ld voted 
Our task is to assist the Histadrut in establishing these een cultu: 
and other training ps gg Md ve ‘ener’ for build- light 
ings, equipment, and staff. is is the “youth training’ : situat 
aes oF the League rd Labor idaites, and all “vil May the Hew Year bring to every .chaver Ne 
who are in sympathy with the principles of the Histadrut, personal happiness and to our movement— at M 
are called upon to help in this enterprise. ; sentir 
We are undertaking -a great task on behalf of Labor success in all its undertakings. Nigh 
Palestine. It is great not so much because of the amounts availa 
that it may bring within the coming year or two, but be- WA 
cause of the vital needs of the Yishub which it will help DAVID PINSKI, President Jewi: 
to meet. Ours may be the good fortune to become part- Ch 
ners with a new generation of pioneers who will con- LOUIS SEGAL, Secretary See 
tinue building the edifice of our National Homeland for — 
which the Halutzim of past and present generations have These 
laid a firm foundation. 
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Activities of Chapters 








Emergency Fund 

Our chapters have responded most 
readily to the call for the emergency 
fund for special watchmen in Pales- 
tine. The following chapters have 
thus far remitted their quotas in part 
or in full: 

Brooklyn—$600.00; Philadelphia— 
$180.00; Bronx—$200.00; Chicago— 
$50.00; Social Workers—$100.00; 
Baltimore—$50.00; Washington — 
$45.00; Sunnyside—$30.00 Kadimah 
—$30.00; Hebrew Speaking Council 
—$30.00; Newark—$20.00; at Sum- 
mer Seminar—$30.00; Manhattan— 
$50.00; Toronto—$180.00; Los An- 
geles—$450.00; a total of $2.145. 

Philadelphia will hold its opening 
affair of the season in the form of a 
Succot party at Rabbi A. Millgram’s 
temple, on Tuesday, October 11th. 
Miss Mollie Levitzky is chairman of 
the arrangements committee. 


New York Young People’s Council 

Opening Dance and Entertainment 
will be held on Saturday night, Oct. 
8th, at the Hotel Martinique, Broad- 
way and 32nd Street. Samuel Klein’s 
Orchestra will furnish the music. Miss 
Chorin Chochem and her dance group 
will perform. Subscription 75c. 


Alexander Kahn in Pittsburgh 

The Pittsburgh chapter of the 
League inaugurated its first season of 
activities at a general meeting held on 
September 19th, which was addressed 
by Alexander Kahn, Chairman of our 
National Administrative Committee. 
This chapter, which is headed by Mr. 
Ben Paul Brasley, counts over 100 
members—a very auspicious beginning 
for a newly organized group. 


Eastern Regional Conference 

The Second Annual Conference of 
the League chapters in the Eastern 
Region will be held Saturday night, 
October 15th and Sunday morning 
and afternoon, October 16th, at the 
Hotel Edison, New York City. Dele- 
gates and guests from every chapter 
in the region are expected in large 
numbers. The Conference will be & 
voted mainly to the organizational and 
cultural activities of the League, in the 
light of an evaluation of the present 
situation in Palestine. 

New York Council Theatre pary, 
at Maurice Schwartz's Theatre, pre- 
senting “Three Cities”, on Saturday 
Night, December 3rd. Choice tickets 
available in the office of the League. 
WA 9-5288. 


Jewish Frontier Dances 


Chicago and Detroit are making 
extensive preparations of their second 
annual JEWISH FRONTIER Dances. 
These affairs have now become es- 
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CHICAGO COUNCIL 
of the 
League for Labor Palestine 


extends its most sincere wishes for 
a Happy and Peaceful New Year to 
all members and friends of our 
movement and to the chalutzim in 
Palestine. 


R. K. ZETLAND, Chairman 
BENJ. R. HARRIS, Treasurer 











NEW YEAR’S GREETINGS 
to the 
STAFF AND READERS OF THE 
JEWISH FRONTIER 


Rogers Park Chapter 
League for Labor Palestine 
Chicago, Ill. 











Washington, D. C. Chapter 
of the 
League for Labor Palestine 
sends its New Year's Greetings to 


their membership and friends of 
Labor Palestine. 











Los Angeles Chapter 
of the 
League for Labor Palestine 
wishes the members and the van- 


guard in Palestine a Happy, Peace- 
ful and Prosperous New Year. 











The Bronx Council 
of the 
League for Labor Palestine 
extends its Hearty New Year Greet- 
ings to all members of our move- 
ment and to the brave chalutzim in 
Palestine. 











II AN Aw? 


We Wish all our Jewish 
Friends and Customers 


A Happy New Year 


HENRY PAPE 


INCORPORATED 
41-39 — 38th STREET 
Long Island City, N. Y. 

STillwell 4-6343-4-5 


217-225 S. 4th Ave., Mt. Vernon, N. Y. 
Fairbanks 4-6644-5 


199 Main Street, Farmingdale, L. L 
Farmingdale 368 


Metropolitan Distributors of 
Hellman’s “Real” Mayonnaise 
Borden’s Fine Cheeses 
Blue Ribbon Potato Chips 


Marty’s Domestic Swiss Cheese 











DAIRY FOOD 
SERVED AT 
ee 


2270 BROADWAY _N.Y.C. 





BETWEEN 81st-82nd STREETS 














A VERY HAPPY AND PROSPEROUS 
NEW YEAR 
TO OUR JEWISH FRIENDS AND PATRONS 


AMERICAN LEAGUE BASEBALL CLUB 


(THE YANKEES) 
JACOB RUPPERT, President 
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tablished institutions of the Detroit 
and Chicago Leagues. The members 
and the pe at large, have warmly 
responded to and participated in these 
affairs last year, and it is expected 
that the results this year will surpass 
previous accomplishments. 


Dr. Kohanski’s Tour 

Dr. Alexander S. Kohanski, nation- 
al secretary, visited Washington, Bal- 
timore, Philadelphia, Camden, Hart- 
ford and Springheld, in the course of 
last month. These chapters have re- 
sponded most favorably to the idea of 
our special project for “Youth Train- 
ing”, and have already instituted plans 
for its promotion. 


Irma Lindheim Honored 
by League in Los Angeles 

A joint meeting and reception of 
the several groups of the League in 
Los Angeles was held last month to 
greet and to hear an adress by Mrs. 
Irma Lindheim. 

Mrs. Lindheim was given an ova- 
tion at the conclusion of her talk. It 
was reminiscent of the stirring meet- 
ing of several years ago when she so 
deeply impressed the story of Labor 
Palestine on the community that the 
organization of the League in Los 
Angeles resulted. 


|4] Sincere Wishes that the New 
Year bring Light, Comfort 
= 4|' and Happiness to our Broth- 
“ 4] ers and Sisters Everywhere. 


from the makers of 


ZION NATIONAL 
KOSHER MEAT PRODUCTS 
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| Pioneer Women’s Org. 








, The Pioneer Women’s Organization 


| carried on several important avtivities 


during the summer. The Hedera 
Children’s Home was the center of 
interest in most of the clubs through- 
out the United States and Canada. 
During August when the emergency 
call was sent for the raising of funds 
for Palestine Defense, the response 
was immediate. The majority of the 
cubs sent in the quota allotted with- 
in the time set. 


Hedera Children’s Home 


Corner Stone Laid 


A cable was reecived from the 
Moatzath Hapoaloth with the infor- 
mation that the Corner Stone for the 
Hedera Children’s Home was laid on 
September 15th. At the ceremony for 
the laying of the corner stone there 
were present the delegates to the 
Pioneer Women’s Organization from 
the Moatzath Hapoaloth for the com- 
ing year, Yehudith Simchonit, and 
Chavera Dvora Rothbard. On that 
Occasion the Pionner Women’s Or- 
ganization transmitted the sum of 
$1,500 with the promise that further 
sums would be forthcoming. 

The month of September was de- 
signated as the month for special af- 
fairs for the Hedera Children’s Home. 
Many clubs arranged special affairs in 
addition to the sale of bricks by in- 
dividual members. 


Delegate from 
Moatzath Hapoaloth 


The delegate from the Moatzzath 
Hapoaloth (Working Women’s Coun- 
cil) this year is Yehudith Simchonit 
of the Kvutza Tel Yosef. She will 
arrive in the United States on October 
10th and her first appearance will be 
at the reception arranged by the Na- 
tional Executive on Sunday evening, 
October 16th, at the Pennsylvania 
Hotel to which all members and 
friends of the Labor Zionist move- 
ment are invited. Shortly there will 
be sent to all the clubs the schedule 
of her tour. 

She will visit all clubs in the United 
States and Canada. 


October Membership Month 


October has been designated by the 
Pioneer Women’s Organization as its 
membership month. Preparations are 
being made in the various clubs 
throughout the United States and 
Canada to concentrate on the increas- 
ing of membership and the creation 
of new clubs during that month. A 
special Organizational Bulletin and 
other literature has been prepared in 
connection with the membership 
month. 


Palestine Pavilion 

The Pioneer Women’s Organization 
has undertaken the distribution of 
many thousands of booklets for the 
Palestine Pavilion. These booklets, at 
$1.00 each, contain, in addition to 
the cover, four admissions to the spe- 
cial section of the Jewish Palestine 
Pavilion. It will be called “The Holy 
Land of Yesterday and Tomorrow”. 
Each individual who buys a dollar 
booklet is contributing to the building 
of the Palestine Pavilion in the New 
York World's Fair which takes place 
in 1939. The clubs of the Pioneer 
Women will receive a large reduction 
which will be used towards their 
quota. 


Totzeret Haaretz 
Consumer’s League 
The Totzeret Haaretz Consumers’ 
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League has issued a call to all of our 
members and friends to join the 
League. The spread of Palestinian 
products is of the utmost significance 
in the economy of Palestine. In order 
to establish and create an interest in 
America for Totzeret Haaretz and to 
develop a consumers’ demand for the 
products, the Totzeret Haaretz Con- 
sumers’ League has established a 
membership basis whereby a deposit 
of $1.00 is made which is returned 
in products after products have been 
purchased for $10.00. 


The Totzeret Haaretz Consumers’ 
League has been receiving shipments 
regularly from Palestine since July. 
Of special interest has been the very 
large shipment of honey from “Tnu- 
va”. 
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their fullest cooperation. 





OUR FIELD REPRESENTATIVE 


We wish to announce the appointment of 
Mr. Oscar J. Freedel as the field representa- 
tive of the JEWISH FRONTIER. 


Freedel will spend the next few 
months in Ohio, Michigan and Illinois for 
the purpose of promoting a_ subscription 


Members of the League and friends of our 
publiction are requested to give Mr. Freedel 


Come in and 
OPEN A 
HOWARD 


10 


PAYMENT 
ACCOUNT 





Be Stylishly Thrifty - 
HOWARD CLOTHES @ 


Expert Fitting Service ... 


ARE ALL 
No Charge for Alterations 
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CLOTHES 


31 Stores 
Conveniently Located 
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ALERT 


Advertisers are rapidly discovering 
“America's Fastest Growing Anglo- 
Jewish Publication” 


Write for rates 


Advertising Manager 


JEWISH FRONTIER 
275 SEVENTH AVE. 
NEW YORK. N. Y. 














ZENDORES 5. PARK 


MONROE, N. Y. 
Phone 7755 


Formerly a _ millionaire’s 
estate. 150 acres of most 
beautiful country. 


All modern at and 
all facilities for sports.— 
Make early reservations. 


BOPEN ALL YEAR 
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{ MODERN SCHOOL } 


{ CARMEL, N. Y. | 
(Near Lake Carmel. Route 52) 
Ja Progressive school for <9 and girls § 
aged four to fourteen. Small groups—in- 
{ dividual attention, developing initiative 
and self-discipline. Reasonable rates: 
rite or Phone 
( Jas. H. Dick, Hamilton Terrace, N. Y. j 
N. Y. Tel. EDgecombe 4-6259 
| Modem School, Carmel, N.Y. | 
Tel. Carmel 334 ( 
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RESOLVE 
to make the New Year a healthy 
one by dining at the one 
and only strict 
Vegetarian Restaurant 
in midtown 
SCHILDKRAUT'S 


4 West 28th St. New York City 
Open till 9 P. M. 
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THE FIELDSTONE 
On Round Lake 
Monroe, N. Y. Phone 2501 
A place of unexcelled beauty 


for rest and recreation. All 
sports in season. Open all year. 

















Formerly Lewisohn‘s Estate 
CENTRAL VALLEY e NEW YORK 


ADULTS : 
Beautiful and secluded estate—40 miles from 
New York, 225 acres of woodland—Moun- 
tains—5 miles of paths—Tennis, golf, hand- 
ball, swimming and ian ‘ excellent cuisine. 
Tel. Highlond’ Mills Open All Year 








UNSPOILED....!. 


Off the beaten path—yet but 50 miles from © 
N. Y. Handball, tennis, cycling, skiing, skating, © 
toboganning. Golf, horseback riding nearby, © 
Delicious food. $25.00 by the week. Come—by © 
reservation. Magnificent country. Tel.: Stony | 
Brook 565. Mary Margolies, Prop. 7 


STONY BROOK LODGE 
Stony Brook, Long Island. N. Y. 

















Kosher Caterers 
of Distinction 


Functions arranged for at 
leading hotels, synagogues, 
your home, our own ballrooms. 


HAPPY NEW YEAR! 
OO eee 
151 WEsT 51st STREET 
CIRCLE 7-7068 


MRS. I, ROSOFF 











MRS. L, SCHULTZ 
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When In 


FO) TEL AVIV 


Stop on the 
Seashore at 


HOTEL FISH 


“The Center of English-Speaking Jews’’ 


Modern Conveniences, Operated by Amer- 
icans, Patronized by Leading Jews, Amer- 
ican Table and Hygiene 


Abraham Fish, C. C. N. Y. '14, looks for- 
ward to greeting fellow alumni on their 
visits to Eretz Israel. 
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SACHS - DAVIDSON 


Incorporated 
Union Printers 
187 EAST BROADWAY 
Phone ORchard 4-4230 











,OPEN ALL YEAR 


LOCUST GROVE FARM 
(Dedicated to Good Living) 


97 acres of glorious country. Just 55 miles 
from New York. Operated by an ‘artist 
for congenial people. Books, open fire- 


place, sports, renowned cooking. 


& 
Low Winter Rates 
€ 
*G. A. PODORSON, 250 Park Avenue, 


PLaza 3-8926 or Sylvan Lake, Hopewell 
Junction, N. Y. 
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